WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 7 SEPTEMBER 2006

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mr R Edmondson, Mr M Preston, Mr P Ivens, 

M r R Clapham, Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence      Mrs Francklin & Cllr A Walker

2
Minutes of Meetings of 5 July 2006    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record.

3
Matters Arising

· Telegraph pole has been removed and line layed under the road.  Clerk to write to Tim Boswell M.P. thanking him for his intervention and reporting the successful outcome

· The new bench for the green is on order and the memorial plaque on the previous bench will be attached

· No public disorder associated with the pub has occurred since the July meeting

· Mr Edmondson and Mr Ivens will liaise over obtaining quotes for laying the Sports Field hedge

· Railings at the bridge on Wicken Park road have been replaced

· The grass verges in the village have been cut

4 Village Hall

At the end of the previous evenings meeting about the future of the village hall the vote was in favour of selling the hall and building new in conjunction with the sports club but did not give a sufficient majority to allow the planning to proceed (67% in favour).

Concern was expressed that, despite leafleting the village, a notice on the website and notice boards and in the local paper for 2 weeks, only just over a quarter of village residents attended the meeting.

As the vote puts into question compliance with various legal obligations regarding safety of the electrical system and lack of amenities required under the Disability Discrimination Act the Chairman felt that trustees and the management committee must be made fully aware that they could be held personally liable for any legal action brought against the village hall.  The website covering Disability Discrimination suggests that the ability of a village to meet all the criteria may impact on any action taken but it does not clarify what arguments could be used against implementation of the Act.

Pam Wilton had advised that meetings could still take place in the hall but that functions would be more doubtful.  Barbara Butterfield will ask Pam Wilton’s advice on whether there are any bodies tasked with enforcing the regulations.

This would have been a lesser problem if the trustees and committee could show that they were progressing a solution.  Clerk to contact Barbara Butterfield about a suitable date for a meeting between the Parish Council and the Management Committee to discuss the way forward.

Councillors felt that a more detailed briefing prior to the meeting would have improved the chances of a successful outcome.  Of particular importance was the fact that the current village hall would not have been sold without confirmation of sufficient grants being available to fund the new development.  The costs of renovation of the hall also needed to be spelt out as did the relationship between the village hall, sports club and use by external parties.

However, everyone was now aware of the concerns and issues surrounding the development and more information would be sought before holding a further meeting.

.

5 Finance

The meeting noted that the external auditors have returned the Annual Return without comment.
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Cheques approved:

000362
BDO Stoy Hayward LLP   audit fees

             £58.75

000363
Powergen

    street lighting

             £138.84

 000364

ABB Ltd

    lighting maintenance

£63.79

6 Planning

Councillors felt that the procedures introduced at the previous meeting covering review of planning applications did not work well.  The meeting agreed to a return to circulating the documents but with the proviso that the clerk is emailed when the documents are passed on so that she is aware of which councillor is holding the documents if the date for reply has been reached.

Mr Preston did not attend the next section of the meeting having declared a personal interest.


The meeting considered the plans for 2 Pound Close.  The major changes concerned the addition 

of a front porch and replacement of  the flat roof on the garage.  Although the plans changed the appearance of the house in relation to the 6 others in Pound Close it was felt that, although altering the symmetry of the Close, it was not sufficient reason to object to the change.  A sloping tiled roof would avoid the problems associated with flat roofs and that the porch and garage roof were in keeping with each other.  The PC would respond to the Planning Dept. as having no objections to the plans but noting that the change may impact on the similarity of the 7 houses in the development.    

7 Correspondence


SNC have advised that the twin bin scheme would be extended to Wicken in September together with 2 recycling boxes.  Collection of the bins would take place on alternate weeks.  Cllr Aaronson confirmed that the bottles, cans and newspaper recycling facilities were still in place in Deanshanger and they would probably remain in Wicken.

SNC is proposing a review of the number of seats on each Parish Council.  There is no intention of imposing an unwanted change but to give councils an opportunity to air their views.

Wicken currently has 6 out of 7 parish council places filled.  The meeting considered that 7 was an optimum number as pressure of work, amongst other things, could prevent attendance at every meeting and a quorum of 3 was required to decide council business.  Clerk to respond accordingly.

Views were given on the questions in a county wide byway survey that had been sent by NCC.  Clerk to respond as directed.

Mr Preston and the clerk will attend a meeting sponsored by NALC and the Police about the recruitment of parish constables on 11 October.

8 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Mr Ivens will cut back sight-obstructing growth at Washall bridge, he undertakes this task regularly despite it being in the remit of NCC

Next meeting – 8 November 

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

