WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 7 SEPTEMBER 2005

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman),  Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr P Ivens, Mr Clapham, Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Cllr Walker

2
Minutes of Meetings of 6 July 2005    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

3 Matters Arising

· Atkins/NCC have reported that the drains opposite Red Stack are blocked by tree roots, as correction of the problem would require excavation the works required will be added to the programme of county works

·  the Church page on the website is being dealt with by Caroline Shaw

· clerk to contact Cllr Walker reference to progress on the telegraph pole

· following objections from residents and a letter from the Parish Council detailing problems arising from late night pub hours the landlord of The Old White Lion withdrew his application for variation to the licensing hours under the Licensing Act 2003.  In his submission to the sub-committee that would have heard the application, the Senior Licensing Officer had incorrectly declared that the Parish Council had raised no objections.  To ensure that residents were aware that their objections had been listened to by the PC the meeting asked the clerk to copy the original letter to those who had written objecting to the application.  The meeting considered that the withdrawal of the application did not address the problems raised by disturbance from the pub but hoped that the greater responsibility conferred by the act on landlords would lead to an improved situation.

· the light at Lark’s Lane has been repaired 

· SNC have responded to the letter sent about the revised Village Confines proposals saying that the views expressed would be included in the draft paper to be published for public consultation by the end of the year.  The request for a map to be placed on Wicken website was refused since it was felt that such publication was more appropriate when the draft plan was published.  The meeting was concerned that the area of Leckhampstead Road being omitted from the village confines was considered by the SNC as being a “separate hamlet”.  This approach was strongly rejected and the clerk was asked to voice this opinion to SNC.

· Paul Clark is now cutting the verge along the Sports Field, Mr Clapham suggested that NCC should be approached to contribute towards the cost, clerk to progress

· clerk to ask Cllr Walker to investigate progress on moving the 30 m.p.h. signs

· councillors were again reminded of the need to circulate planning applications quickly in order to meet the response deadline.  Return by dates would be in bold large print and must be met.  If circulation was not completed the clerk would contact those who had not had the opportunity to comment. 

4 Parish Plan Progress

The chairman had been provided with firm prices for installing dimming units to all streetlights in the parish.  The cost would be £4350.  This sum is higher than the annual parish precept and the village hall would probably have a  prior call on 

available funds.  The chairman suggested that an article in the next Wicken News and mention on the website could be used to canvas opinion.

The Conservation Society meeting the following evening would cover progress on the

visual history of the village.

Mrs Francklin had met Bernard Madden and had several ideas for the proposed village
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fete.  She would form a small committee to plan the event and, nearer the time, ask for volunteers to manage the day.  Rather than coincide with another event such as the barn dance the meeting agreed that a Saturday afternoon in early July would be appropriate and 1 July was agreed.

5 Clerk’s Contract of Employment

The revised contract had been circulated, was accepted by the meeting and signed by the Chairman and clerk.

6 Finance

Cheque payments approved:

000340

Powergen

Street lighting


£138.84

000341

Village Hall

Village Needs Day

£100.00

000342

ABB Ltd

Lamp repair


£51.24

000343

Conservation Society
Village map


£50.00

000344

N Gordon-Lee

Parish Plan expenses

£25.46

The meeting was informed that a car had wrecked the bench on the village green on the afternoon of 2 September.  The wood had been stored in the village hall and the clamps used to position the bench had been covered with hazard tape to avoid accidents.  The meeting agreed that the clerk should seek 3 quotes for a replacement that could be forwarded to the insurance company.  

7 Planning

No items.

8 Correspondence


A request for support for a House of Commons early day motion would be circulated to councillors for response by 24 September.

An offer from the strategic housing team at SNC to meet with the parish council was considered to be unnecessary as development opportunities in the parish were restricted.

The clerk was now receiving reports from adjoining District and County Councils.  She would advise councillors of the reports received but would not circulate them unless requested.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

-    Mr Preston noted the excellent repair to the Church Close sign and would use the “Street Doctor” to report those at Pound close

-    Mr Edmondson agreed to replace the millennium trees sign

-    Clerk to report drain problems at the corner of Larks Lane and outside Tall Cedars

· Mrs Hughes, 11 St John’s Lane, has complained about lorries mounting the pavement and causing damage to the grass in front of her house, NCC to be asked to take on responsibility for cutting this area of grass

· repairs are required to the footpath between 20 and 22 Cross Tree Road

-    the meeting felt that holding a surgery quarterly would give residents a good opportunity to approach councillors with any problems.  Next surgery proposed Saturday 10 December. 

Next meetings -  19 October and 4 January.

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman
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