WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 8 SEPTEMBER 2004

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr R Clapham, Cllr A Walker

1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin, Cllr Aaronson

3 Minutes of Meetings of 14 July 2004    The minutes were approved as correct records.

4 Matters Arising

· the situation regarding drainage problems on Leckhampstead Road needed to be followed up by the Clerk

· Neighbourhood Watch signs should be checked and, where appropriate salvaged, the Parish Council would meet the costs of new ones to the total of £100.  Proposed by Mr Gordon-Lee and seconded by Mr Edmondson

· signposting for Wicken Toys was still being considered by Mr Ward

· research has been undertaken of the costs of a host for the website and a figure of approximately £5 per month for space is thought to be appropriate for the Wicken site.  Chairman to confirm that this is correct.  Although the Chairman favoured wicken.uk.net as the net name Mr Edmondson and Mr Preston thought that wickennorthants.co.uk or wickenparish.co.uk would be more appropriate.  Clerk to reserve names.

· The former contractor (Blackwell) has no machine capable of cutting the grass alongside the sports field hedge.  Cllr Walker will check why NCC and SNC cannot cut up to the hedge.  Councillors would like to record their appreciation of Mrs Butterfield for having undertaken the work recently.

· Rubbish on the A422 lay-by has not yet been reported – clerk to follow up

5 Village Action Plan

A draft Action Plan had been produced and circulated at the meeting.  The most important task now was to find the most economical way of producing the final version for distribution amongst residents.  SNC may be prepared to provide low cost copying but a binding machine would have to be sourced to give a professional finish.  Cllr Walker suggested that the clerk liaises with Whittlebury to find out the costs of producing their Action Plan.

The meeting noted that extension of the 30 mph speed limits was one of the action points demanded by the Plan.  The Parish Council had requested such a move some 3 years ago and a letter had just been received from NCC/Atkins confirming that the request would now be acted on.  The proposals for Whittlebury Road and Deanshanger Road were accepted but it was felt that the speed limit restriction on Wicken Park Road should be moved to beyond the entrance to Sparrow Lodge Farm.  Clerk to progress.

The Plan also confirmed residents’ wishes for lower speed limits in the village (20 mph).  Cllr Walker advised that lower limits usually only applied to approaches to schools, as in Deanshanger, but suggested that an application should be made as backed up by the Action Plan.

6 Finance


Approval of a maximum £100 spend on Neighbourhood Watch signs was noted.
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7 Planning

No planning items.

8 Correspondence

NCC Local Transport Plan issues paper had been received and the meeting requested that it be sent out separately to allow for responses to be made by the due date.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

· A new telegraph pole had been put up on the triangle at the Cross Tree Road junction.  As this is in a conservation area and the Action Plan indicates that residents are disturbed about the amount of “street furniture” in the village the Parish council voiced concern that there had been no consultation.  Although it may be that British Telecomm does not need to consult the clerk was asked to write voicing strong objections to the new pole.

· The sign for Wicken Park Road at the turn-off from the A422 needs repairing – clerk to report the matter

· Mark Steed had advised the Chairman that he was unhappy with the response of the fire service to a call out to a fire at his home; it appeared that he is not registered on their area maps as being in Wicken Parish and there had been difficulty in finding his house.  Cllr Walker would check the situation with Northamptonshire Fire Service

· The building materials on the verge at 12 St John’s Lane were still a matter of concern, clerk to find out how much longer the development would continue

· Chairman would approach Mrs Butterfield to see if she would consider being co-opted onto the Parish Council, if she refused he would contact Mr Halewood.

.

Date of next meeting – 10 November 2004.

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 10 NOVEMBER 2004

ST JOHN’S HALL, WICKEN   7.30 P.M.

Agenda

1 Apologies for Absence

2 Minutes of the Meeting of 8 September 2004

3 Matters Arising

4 Parish Action Plan

5 Sports Club Entrance – damage caused by recycling collections

6 Finance – Budget for 2005/06, Precept & Village Grants, Audit Report

7 Planning

8 Correspondence

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

S Miller, Clerk

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET 2005-2006

Standard costs:
Street lighting


530





Street lighting maintenance
218




Insurance


375
assuming same 8% increase as last year




Clerk’s salary & expenses
600




Annual audit


120
increase due to income over £5000



Village Hall hire

50




Safe custody fee

15

Discretionary 
Village Hall grant

250

Costs

Churchyard grant

150




Conservation Society

50




Deanshanger Day Centre
30




Sports Club


50




NALC subscription

75




ACRE subscription

35




Parish Action Plan

500




Website


60




Village of the year comp.
10


TOTAL COSTS




£3118

Projected bank bal at 31 March 2005

£3750
allows for same level of grants as given 








last year plus £500 for Parish Plan

Recommended precept



£4000

Balance in bank 31 March 2004


£2217

