


WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 1st October 2008.

Started 7.30pm

Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. C. Franklin, Mr. R. Edmondson, Mr. J. Williams, Cllr. Aaronson.

1.  Apologies for Absence.


Cllr Alan Walker, Lynda Clarke (Vice Chairman).  Bob Clapham not present either. 

2.  Minutes of previous meeting 3rd July 2008.


These minutes were agreed as a correct record.

3.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

4.  Matters Arising.

· The grass verge area to Pound Close has not been cut properly and also the grass verge alongside the Cricket Club.  Chairman to speak to Ian Bridge regarding the latter and Clerk to contact SNCC regarding Pound Close.

· Clerk reported that there are four new signs up around the village.  These being Leckhamstead Road, Cross Tree Road, Wicken Park Road and St. Johns Lane.

· Mr. J. Williams has obtained a quotation for stone walls to house new Entry Signs to the village at £1600.00.  It was noted that a wall would be better than anything else as this would be easy to maintain.  Clerk to contact SNCC / Highways Commission for advise on going ahead with this and if SNCC would fund this in any way.

· Bus Service - It has been reported that one bus Company has stopped coming to the village. Clerk to look into this and ask that it be re-instated.  Clerk is still waiting to hear from a company that ‘Dial a Ride’ suggested that maybe able to cover our area in addition to the MK Metro bus service.  Clerk also reported that the recent bad service from MK Metro had been noted and that SNCC had been in touch with them directly about complaints and that the bus services should resume to normal now.

5.  Planning.

No planning at present.  Clerk to chase up plans for the Village payphone removal and find out what the state of affair is with this.  In addition Clerk to gain a record of the number of times it has been used in the past twelve months.

6.  Matters of Repair & Administration.

· Roads - it was noted that the Highways Commission did not give enough warning when they carried out maintenance work to the Village Roads.  Clerk to find out when the final work will be carried out.

· Drains on Leckhampstead Road and Church Close.  Clerk has reported this and is awaiting the report from ‘Street Doctor’ at SNCC.

· Clerk to chase up the report on Mr. J. Folkers property regarding the drainage problem they have had for some time now.

· Banking - It was decided that in the current financial climate that the Parish Council would stay with their current bankers.

· Village Hall Donation - a proposal for the sum of £1500.00 towards the renovation costs was put forward and agreed.  It was suggested that a sign be put up stating that the Parish Council have donated money to this cause.

· Disabled access to the Village Hall is now complete as reported by Mr. J. Williams.

· The total costs of cleaning the Brook was £716.75.  Riparian Owners contributed £227.50, R. Edmondson contributed £244.63 and the balance was paid by the Parish Council at £244.62

8.  Finance.

· £70.83 
E - On

Street Lighting
Chq No.  000408

· £300.00
O. Absolom
Clerks Fee. 

Chq No.  000409

Any other Business.

· Chairman read out a letter from Ian Bridge on behalf of the Sports Club.  They have had a price increase to the grass being cut on the playing field and are asking for a donation from the Parish Council.  Chairman to speak to Ian Bridge before the Parish Council makes a decision at the next meeting.

· Another letter from Mr. Bridge on behalf of the Sports Club was read out regarding dogs fouling in that area.  Clerk is to seek advice from SNCC regarding special dog fouling bins being supplied and Mr. J. Williams is to put another ‘No Dogs’ sign up at the Sports Club.

· Chairman reported that his car had been stolen the previous week in the afternoon and that residents should be vigilant.   Mr. J. Williams again said that cameras around the Village would be a good idea.

Meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Next meetings - Weds December 3rd  2008, Weds February 4th 2009 and Weds April 1st 2009.  All at 7.30pm

Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

