WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 19 OCTOBER 2005

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr M Preston,  Mr P Ivens,  Cllr Aaronson, P.C. Dunn

1   Apologies for Absence     Mr Edmondson

2
Minutes of Meeting of 7 September 2005    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

3 Matters Arising

· the clerk has yet to advise SNC about concerns arising from omitting parts of Leckhampstead Road from the village confines.

· NCC to be approached to contribute towards the cost of cutting the verge alongside the Sports Field

· Cllr Walker to progress moving the 30 m.p.h. signs and removing the telegraph pole on Cross Tree Road 

-    clerk to check if the village hall is available for a surgery on 10  December 

4 Licensing Act 2003

The chairman welcomed P.C. Dunn to the meeting and asked him to update councillors on progress towards controlling disturbances arising after closing hours at the Old White Lion.  A letter from a resident had been copied to the Parish Council complaining about intimidating actions and minor assault by customers of the pub. Under the new licensing regulations an application can be made to the Chairman of the SNC Licensing Committee to review a licence and more weight would be given to local residents’ objections.  Unlike existing regulations, a statement that an offence had been committed can be used to place restrictions on or to take away the licence.  The decision would be made on the balance of probability that an offence had occurred and evidence would not be required. The licensee can however take an appeal to the Magistrates’ Court in which case hard evidence would have to be supplied.

If an offence is reported by telephone care should be taken to note the incident number.

The premises licence is renewable annually and the personal licence lasts 10 years.  Each premise must have a designated premises supervisor in situ during opening hours and this is the personal licence holder.  If the personal licence is withdrawn the pub cannot be opened.

The Chairman of the Licensing Committee (SNC) has ruled that the licensee is not directly responsible for problems outside the pub’s premises and land even if any disturbance is believed to be caused by customers of the pub.

P.C. Dunn told the meeting that the beat constable and any other officers covering the area visit the premises regularly.

If regular disturbances are caused by the pub’s customers it may be possible to apply for a Dispersal Order which would give the police powers to move people on.

P.C. Dunn was thanked for giving a much clearer picture of the system to be followed under the 2003 Act and for the efforts of the police in controlling behaviour at the pub.

Contact details 07789397105       tam.dunn@northants.police.uk

5 Parish Plan Progress

Mrs Francklin had set up a small committee to progress plans for a Village Fete in 2006.  It has been agreed to hold the event on 8 July and a list of possible activities had been drawn up.  She circulated a leaflet that would be delivered to each household asking for volunteers and any further ideas for the day.  A budget will have to be drawn up and proposals made as to how the event would be funded initially.  Any profit raised from the event would be split between village groups.

Cllr Aaronson advised the meeting that Deanshanger sought donations from village sponsors to fund their annual events and it may be worthwhile to seek similar support from Wicken residents.
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The Chairman will be preparing a short article for the Wicken News to advise residents of the cost of making the streetlights more environmentally friendly.  He would explain that, until the review of the future of the village hall had been completed, the Council would reserve funds for the project that had a higher priority than street lighting. 

6 Finance

Annual grants made by the Parish Council were discussed, the amounts proposed and seconded by Mrs Francklin and Mr Ivens and unanimously agreed by the meeting.

Cheque payments approved:

000345
ABB Ltd

Street lamp maintenance
£63.79

 000346

Powergen

Street lighting


£138.84

 000347

Village Hall

Annual grant


£250.00

 000348

WPCC


Churchyard maintenance
£150.00

 000349

Conservation Society
Annual grant


£50.00

The annual budget proposal had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was noted that the year-end bank balance was projected to rise but in view of possible expenses in connection with the village hall, the meeting unanimously agreed to maintain the annual precept at £4000.  

7 Planning

Two items were presented for discussion.

S/2005/1206/CLU – Installation of a radio base station on the verge of the A422.  The company planning the installation re-presented the case put in July on the basis that the SNC had not complied with the legal requirements for objecting to the work.  The meeting felt that the objections raised to the original siting should be re-iterated and a better use of natural features made to disguise the equipment.

S/2005/1233/P – 16 Cross Tree Road, two storey extension at rear with single storey extensions at front, side and rear.  The meeting had no objections to the application.

8 Correspondence


NCC has produced a new edition of the Public Rights of Way map.  Due to a revised contract with Ordnance Survey, Parish Councils have to agree to certain terms to allow NCC to continue to provide the maps.  These comprise an assurance that the maps may only be used to assist in matters concerning public rights of way, that no copies are made of the maps and that the maps must remain in the custody of the Parish Council and not be passed on to third parties.  The meeting agreed that the terms were satisfactory and the clerk should advise NCC of acceptance.

Clerk also asked to check that all footpaths had been correctly identified on the current map as there appeared to be some omissions in the Wicken Woods area.

The Statement of Community Involvement had been received from Aylesbury Vale District Council and would be held by the clerk.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

-     the street light at the corner of Deanshanger Road and St John’s Lane was not working, clerk to report to ABB Ltd 

Next meetings -  10 December Surgery 10am – noon,  4 January 2006.

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

