WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 7 November 2007
Present:   Mr P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin,  Mr R Clapham,   Mr J Williams, Mr R Edmondson, Mrs L Clark, Cllr Aaronson, Cllr Walker
1   Apologies for Absence     Mr Levitt. 
2
Minutes of Meeting of 4 September 2007    Cllr Walker asked that the statement concerning the grant to the village hall in item 6 should be amended to “empowering councillor’s fund”.  This point apart the minutes were agreed to be a correct record.

3
Items Raised by Members of the Public     No matters were raised.

4
Matters Arising

The clerk reported that no interest had been shown by any resident in taking over the work of the clerk.  The chairman indicated that Olivia Absolom had told him that she might be interested and asked the clerk to make contact.  Failing this approach Cllr Walker said that there was an ex-clerk now living in Deanshanger who might be interested.  The meeting agreed that ,if approaches to the 2 possible applicants failed, an advert should be placed in the NALC news letter.
5 Village Hall Development
The licence to change the entrance to the hall grounds had been applied for to NCC Highways.
One quote for the new door had been received.

The committee would have to complete the formal application for a grant via Cllr Walker

The work, including some drainage improvements, would be undertaken by a private contractor.

6
Flooding
Further flooding to gardens along Cross Tree Road had occurred and the meeting considered ways of allaying the fears of residents that worse damage may happen in the future.  Cllr Walker reported that due to the serious nature of flooding in other parts of Northamptonshire the problems in Wicken were well down the list of priorities to be addressed.
The Chairman stated that he felt it was the Parish Council’s duty to ensure that the brook should be properly cleared and deepened so that the build-up of water following heavy rains would be eased.  It was unanimously agreed that Mr Edmondson and Mrs Clarke would get quotes for the work required and that the clerk would investigate the possibility of passing some (if not all) of the costs on to either SNC or NCC.
The report prepared by Alan Lock showing, graphically, the intensity of the rainfall experienced on these 2 occasions clearly demonstrated the unusual event.
7 Street Lighting
The clerk had received a quote of £29.60 per lamp to supply and fit part night electronic photocells.  This would give a saving on the cost of running the street lights although the actual savings would have to be calculated by the electricity supplier.  Further research into saving money by changing supplier hand not proved fruitful.  
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The meeting agreed that safety and anti-crime benefits would outweigh the savings and the idea of switching streetlights off in the early hours of the morning was rejected.
The meeting did however consider that steps should be taken to avoid excessive light within houses caused by the placement of streetlights and agreed that measures could be taken to address the problem of the light  situated outside 10B Deanshanger Road.  Mrs 
Francklin proposed and Mrs Clarke seconded the proposal to spend no more than £100 on improving the situation.  Clerk to progress.

8 Finance
The meeting reviewed the budget for 2008/09 presented by the clerk.  She recommended that an additional £150 should be included for cutting the grass along the sports field as agreed at the 4 September meeting.  Councillors agreed unanimously that the precept should remain at £4000.
Following discussion it was proposed by Mr Edmondson seconded by Mrs Francklin that the damaged sign at the entrance to the village on Wicken Park Road should be replaced.  Clerk to progress the matter.
The meeting considered the annual grants given to village groups that work towards improving the life and environment of the parish.

Mrs Francklin proposed and Mr Ivens seconded a grant of £300 to the village hall towards the costs of refurbishing

Mrs Clarke proposed and Mr Clapham seconded a grant of £250 to Wicken PCC for maintaining the churchyard

Mrs Clarke proposed and Mrs Francklin seconded a grant of £50 to the Conservation Society towards production of the newsletter

Mr Williams proposed and Mr Edmondson seconded a grant of £300 to the Sports Field for maintaining the grounds and the play area.

Cheques approved:

000384

ABB Ltd
Lighting maintenance


£67.47

000385

Powergen
Street lighting



£143.43

000386

Village Hall
Grant




£300.00

000387

Wicken PCC
Grant




£250.00

000388
Conservation Society
Grant




£50.00

000389
Wicken Sports Club
Grant




£300.00

The clerk raised the matter of the play area and the need for safety inspections.  She had received a quote of £40 for an unaccompanied or £65 for an accompanied visit from Wicksteed Leisure.  The meeting agreed that an accompanied visit would be preferable so that more detail could be gathered about the site and the clerk was asked to arrange the visit.
Although the equipment was on ground leased by the Sports Club enquiry had revealed that no insurance cover was held.  The meeting unanimously agreed that such cover should be provided under the Parish Council insurance and the clerk was asked to advise Allianz Cornhill accordingly.
9
Planning

The application for a sun room extension to the rear of 5 Cross Tree Road has been approved..
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10 Correspondence

Items circulated following the meeting.
11 Matters of Repair & Administration
Mrs Francklin asked that the Gospel Elm be trimmed to give clearance to the telephone lines.  Mr Edmondson said that the Conservation Society had received advice on pruning back the tree and would be undertaking the work.
Standing water on Larks Lane was causing a problem.
Next meeting – 20 February 2008
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

                                                  Chairman
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