WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 9 NOVEMBER 2006

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman) Mr R Edmondson, Mr M Preston, Mr P Ivens, Mr R Clapham, Cllr Aaronson, Cllr Walker

1   Apologies for Absence      None

2
Minutes of Meetings of 7 September 2006    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record.

3
Matters Arising

· Cllr Aaronson updated the meeting on the briefing provided by the Police on Parish Constables and PCSOs.  The Parish Constable would have local knowledge and work to reduce criminal and anti-social behaviour.  Northants Police have no budget to introduce the scheme and would seek contributions from local bodies – including Parish Councils – to fund the scheme.  £3500 towards the costs would provide a parish constable who would be recruited locally, agree to work a minimum of 100 hours per year and sign up for a 2 year stint.  16 days training would also be provided.  The scheme is not supported by either NCC or SNC.  The Chief Constable has also introduced an initiative to gain local funding from the community to increase the number of PCSOs.  Although any funding provided would strengthen local policing any regular presence of a PCSO would be dependent on priorities in the whole area and would be governed by the Chief Constable rather than the contributors.   Currently Northants Police are the second worst funded Police Authority in the country having had their funding cut back in recent years.  NCC had offered £0.5m to strengthen policing in Towcester and Brackley areas but as the Chief Constable was not prepared to forego his authority to switch resources as and when he required the offer was withdrawn.  The meeting felt that funding would not guarantee any improvement in local policing.  The major drawbacks of the scheme were that PCSOs lacked any powers of arrest and that there was no guarantee that funding would be fully reciprocated by an increased police presence.  Clerk to respond to letter accordingly.

· Mr Edmondson had received 2 quotes for laying the sports field hedge one for £1300 plus approximately £85 for hiring a chipper, the other for £1260 plus the costs of clearing up.  Clerk to make enquiries about grants available from NCC and SNC before proceeding with the work. 

· The new bench on the green had been secured to the existing concrete stand but within 24 hours it appeared that an attempt had been made to remove it.  Mr Edmondson had removed the bench to secure storage prior to reinforcing the concrete base next spring.

4 Quality Status

A paper outlining the steps to achieving quality status had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The scheme sets standards by which the Parish Council can be measured and how it conducts itself.  Since the initiative was first considered in 2003 Wicken PC has gone some way towards meeting the requirements of the scheme.  The main items outstanding consisted of qualification for the clerk, training to be undertaken by councillors and more communication with residents including a formal annual report.

The chairman agreed to construct a chart showing in which areas Wicken PC met or otherwise the requirements of the scheme and progress would become a regular agenda item.

.
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Although members of the public were welcome at PC meetings a new agenda item, following Matters Arising, would be introduced at the next meeting to allow residents to raise issues with the council.

Clerk to report back on costs of training scheme and grants available together with dates for councillors’ training.

Cllr Walker advised the meeting that NCC would be hosting a conference on 28 November to discuss options arising from the new White Paper on local government.  Parishes would be asked to send representatives.  The paper sets out alternatives:

· a unitary authority devolving to neighbourhood committees

· 2 unitary authorities devolving to neighbourhood committees

· a 2 tier system whereby parish councils would have to progress to quality status and take on budgets and responsibility for wider areas such as minor road works, adoption of minor roads, grass cutting etc.

The third option was the one favoured by NCC in that it leads to greater partnership although it would put greater pressures on parish councils.

5 Finance

Honorarium paid to clerk to be calculated by applying NALC pay scale increase and agreed at next meeting.

Following discussion of the budget paper it was agreed unanimously to maintain the precept at £4000.  Clerk to arrange for a deposit account to be set up to earn interest on surplus funds during the year.

The meeting gave unanimous approval to continuing to make grants to village groups that work to improve the life and environment of the community.  Grants to be held at last years level with the exception of the grant to Wicken PCC (towards the cost of maintaining the churchyard) which would be increased to £200.

Cheques approved:

000366
Wicken Village Hall
   grant


             £250

000367
Wicken PCC

   grant



£200
 000368
Conservation Society        grant



£50



The meeting was also advised that a cheque (£554.60) for the new bench had been signed in September.

6 Planning

Application No.  S/2006/1365/P
Silver Spinney Farm new dwelling alterations.

Despite reservations that changes to the internal design had increased floor area since planning permission had been given, as the footprint of the building had not changed the Parish Council would not oppose the application.

Application No. S/2006/1442/PE    Little Hill Farm  11KV overhead lines

No objections as the lines and poles replaced existing ones.
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7 Correspondence


Countryside Alliance had written asking for support in saving local Post Offices.  Card provided to be placed on notice board.

8 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Light on corner of Larks Lane had not yet been repaired, clerk to report again

· Overhanging hedges on Leckhampstead Road need to be investigated as they may cause traffic obstruction, clerk to contact Atkins/Highways

Next meetings – 28 February 2007 and 9 May (following local council elections) 

The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

