WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 10 NOVEMBER 2004

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman),Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman), Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr R Clapham, Mr P Ivens, Cllr A Walker, Cllr D Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     None

2
Minutes of Meetings of 8 September 2004    The minutes were approved as correct records.

3 Matters Arising

· Clerk to report (Clarence) drainage problems on Leckhampstead Road

· the Wicken website will be going live before Christmas.  It includes a forum for debate, possibly password protected and monitored to avoid misuse.

· although the rubbish on the A422 lay-by has been reported it is advisable that the Clerk contact Peter Kane, newly appointed to deal with problem litter areas.

· Clerk to ensure that the telegraph pole is removed

· the problem of unsightly building materials on the verge outside 12 St John’s Lane has still to be resolved – Clerk to action.

4 Parish Plan

SNC will print and bind the plan for a minimal price that will enable publication and distribution before the end of November.

Action points, although not cast in stone, will need to be formally adopted by the Parish Council to guide future deliberations.

On the question of the village hall, refurbishment was not thought to be appropriate and land would have to be found to enable a new hall to be built.  Richard Forman has agreed to help with negotiations with the Merchant Venturers.  The field opposite Pound Close could provide a suitable site.

Information from Deanshanger PC may provide guidance about funding more attractive, environmentally friendly street lighting.

The Plan advocated a community shop but with only one volunteer identified this was unlikely to materialize.

Cllr Walker advised that improved recycling opportunities were dependent on SNC budgets for immediate implementation but the Council had a deadline of 2008 for district wide completion.

Mr Edmondson thought that accomplishing the timetable outlined would prove to be very stretching but debate at future Parish meetings would, no doubt, firm up on options and the programme.

Councillors adopted the Action Plan unanimously.

5 Sports Club Entrance

Chairman had received a letter from Ian Bridge asking for a contribution towards repairing potholes at the entrance to the playing fields.  He felt that the recycling collection lorries caused much of the damage.  Clerk had spoken to SNC who would investigate whether repairs could be carried out at their expense.  Clerk to follow up.

Page 2 of the minutes of Wicken Parish Council Annual Meeting, 10 November 2004   

6 Finance

Clerk reported that the annual external audit had been completed and that there were no audit points raised.

Projected budget for 2005/06 had been circulated prior to the meeting and it was unanimously agreed to leave the precept at £4000 despite uncertainty surrounding possible costs of actions arising from the Parish Plan.

Discussion took place about the level of grants made to village interests.

A grant to the Village Hall of £250 was proposed and seconded by Mr Edmondson and Mrs Francklin. 

A £50 grant payment to the Conservation Society was proposed by Mr Edmondson and seconded by Mr Clapham.

A grant of £150 towards upkeep of the churchyard was proposed by Mr Edmondson and seconded by Mr Clapham.

The Parish Council decided not to make a grant to the Winged Fellowship since they were unaware of any resident benefiting from the charity.  Clerk to confirm with the charity that this is the case.

Cheques signed:

000324
ABB Ltd 
street lighting maintenance

£63.79

000325
Village Hall grant




£250.00

000326
WPCC churchyard grant



£150.00

000327
Conservation Society grant



£50.00

000328
HLB Audit
annual audit fee



£58.75

7 Planning

Plans had been received for the conversion of barns to dwellings at Little Hill Farm.   Mr Edmondson declared an interest.  As the plans were complex it was decided to circulate following the meeting.

Mr Preston had raised the issue of planning requirements for solar panels, clerk had made enquiries and confirmed that no planning permission was required.

8 Correspondence

The meeting agreed that bus services should be maintained.

The Chairman had received a copy of a letter sent by Mr Pitson to the Environmental Health officer voicing his concerns about noise disruption on 6 November.  The Chairman reported that he, too, had observed a large number of people congregating outside the Old White Lion up until 1.15 am and that there had been considerable noise and disturbance.  Police had visited the premises earlier to check on under age drinking.

Mr Clapham reported incidents of vandalism to gardens that may also be associated with late drinking.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Cllr Aaronson advised that housing officers in the District were concerned about the low attendance at meetings called to discuss the current review of housing.  Tenants must have an active involvement in the review and councillors were asked to take the matter up with Wicken residents who may be affected. 
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· Mr Preston raised concerns about the presence of large lorries in the village.  Cllr Walker confirmed that there were difficulties in obtaining weight restrictions on roads but if the vehicles concerned were associated with the housing development in Deanshanger he needed to be advised as they were subject to restricted routeings.

.

Date of next meeting – 4 January 2005..

The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

