


WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 6th May2009.

Started 7.00pm

Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. L. Clark, Mrs. C. Franklin, Mr. J. Maloney, Cllr. A. Walker, Cllr Aaronson.

1.  Apologies for Absence.


J. Williams, R. Edmondson.  Bob Clapham not present either. 

2.  Minutes of previous meeting 4th Feb 2009.


These minutes were agreed as a correct record.

3.  Re-elections to Council

Mr. P. Ivens was re-elected as Chairman, proposed by L. Clarke and seconded by J. Maloney.
Mrs. L. Clarke was re-elected as Vice Chairman, proposed by Philip Ivens and seconded by Celina Franklin.

4.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

5.  Matters Arising.

· As mentioned at the last meeting, the Crow Scarers that were used in Mr. K. Wards field have now ceased to be a problem for the time being, but this will be monitored in the future.  Clerk read a letter out to the PC from Mr. K. Ward in response to Clerks original correspondence.

6.  Planning.

· Clerk has received a letter from SNC stating that The Pig & Whistle Building will be demolished accordingly.  Cllr A. Walker said that these plans had now come up under the Deanshanger Parish Council also, but that they hadn’t held their meeting at the time to discuss this.  Chairman noted that Wicken Parish Council had granted permission for this at least two years ago.

· Clerk read out letter from SNC regarding the renewal of  a Catering License to the Mobile Unit at the Lay-by on the Buckingham Road.  There were no objections to this.

7.  Matters of Repair & Administration.

· Chairman read out an email from Deanshanger Parish Clerk regarding development for additional burial space, and would Wicken Parish Council be willing to support the burial of Deanshanger Parishioners within our Church Ground.  The Parish Council support the need for additional burial space but do not agree to Deanshanger Parishioners being buried within their Church grounds.  Cllr A. Walker stated that some plans had been agreed for additional burial ground on local Merchant Venturers land.  If this went ahead there would be room for an additional 80 burial plots.  Clerk to write to Robert Fallon of SNC and state that Wicken Parish Council have no objections to this although they are not prepared to share Wickens burial ground.

· Roads in and around Wicken.  There was a meeting between members of the Parish Council and The Highways Department at the end of April, and it was agreed that the gritting and materials used last autumn to re-surface the roads wasn’t sufficient.   It has been agreed that The Highways Department will re-do the white lines and tidy up all junctions.  Also, there are to be some gutters installed on the Deanshanger Road and reflectors put in on the bridge.  Willow Bridge will also be looked into later in the year.  We may not be able to get an ‘anti-skid’ surface as apparently this is very expensive.  Leckhampstead Road will also be checked for springs due to an on going water surface problem.  It was also agreed that Church Close needed it’s road widenening by one metre at least.  To the top of Park Road (near Bucking main road), it was agreed that the roads needed repair where the water washes over it, as the roads are being washed away.

8.  Internal / External Audit.

Internal Audit was read out and from matters raised the following was agreed:-

· From previous years Audit Report from BDO Hayward, it was agreed that the level of Fidelity should not be raised. (Minute at 7.30pm)

· Playground toys are not insured.  Parish Council agreed not to insure these items. (Minute 7.32pm)

· Standing Orders - these are to be agreed when revised later in the year.  Clerk has been in contact with D. Moody from NCALC regarding this.  (Minute 7.35pm).

· It has been noted that no VAT return was done for year ending 2007/2008.  Clerk has been in contact with HM Customs & Revenue regarding this and has re-registered Wicken Parish Council.  Clerk awaiting correspondence accordingly and will then prepare and send off two years worth of VAT returns.  

· The Annual Audit Form was circulated and The Council agreed that Section 1 and Section 2 of the Annual Audit was correct and was approved and signed as a true copy. (7.40pm)
9.  Finance.

· Year End Accounts were circulated prior to meeting and it was agreed that they are an accurate record.  It was noted that there is a trading loss due to donations.

· Cheque 00419
O. Absolom
£300.00
Clerk Wage (was signed out of PC meeting by Chairman & Vice Chairman).

· Cheque 00420
Cheque Cancelled.

· Cheque 00421
Cheque Cancelled.

· Cheque 00422
Sports Club
£1500.00
Donation.  (was signed out of PC meeting by Chairman & Vice Chairman.  This was agreed at previous meeting.)
· Cheque 00423
Wicken Hall
£120.00
For Hire of Hall  (was signed out of PC meeting by Chairman & Vice Chairman as Clerk had not received invoice.
· Cheque 00424 
NCALC
£176.08 
Annual Subscription 

· Cheque 00425
Wicksteed
£94.30

Annual Inspection to Playground.

· Cheque 00426
Wicksteed
£12.30

Underpayment on Previous Inv.

· Cheque 00427
Allianz

£485.80
Annual Insurance

Any other Business.

· Election Day - 4th June 2009.  Village Hall to be open from 7am until 10pm for voters.  J. Williams and / or J. Maloney will make sure this happens.

· New dog fouling signs  will be put up within the next few weeks.  Clerk is to meet H. Hunt from SNC to discuss signs.  It was noted also that dogs are still fouling on Cross Tree Road.

· It was noted that the ‘Old White Lion’ pub had been broken into within recent weeks and also the Sports Club.

· The Sports Club re-opens on 19th June 2009.

· The clearing of the Church Elder will not take place until later in the year now.  The Parish Council will still donate the sum of £300.00

· The Village Hall minutes from previous meeting are to be re-circulated via email amongst Cllrs.

· For the next meeting on 1st July 2009, J. Maloney and C. Franklin will not be present.

· Clerk to remind Chairman regarding Personal Interest Forms from Martin Henry at SNC.

· Cllr. A. Walker read out District Report.

Meeting closed at 7.56pm.

Next meetings - July 1st 2009, September 2nd 2009 & November 4th 2009.  Time 7.30pm.

Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

PLEASE NOTE THAT NO PARISHIONERS ARRIVED FOR THE AGM THAT WAS SCHEDULED FOR 8PM AFTER THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING.  HENCE, NO MINUTES.

