
WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 8th May  2008.

Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. L. Clark (Vice Chairman), Mrs. C. Franklin, Mr. R. Clapham, Mr. R. Edmondson, , Mr. T. Levitt.

1.  Apologies for Absence.


Mr. J. Williams.  

2.  Minutes of previous meeting 21st February 2008.


These minutes were agreed as a correct record.

3.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

4.  Matters Arising.

· Election of Chairman - It was proposed by Mr. R. Edmondson and Mrs. C. Franklin that Mr. P. Ivens be re-elected.  Mr. P. Ivens accepted  this position.

· The election of a Vice Chairman.  Mrs. L. Clarke was put forward for this position and accepted.

· Following the previous Parish Council Meeting and the points raised by Miss. P. Lodge regarding parking outside the Village Hall.  There is a Village Hall Committee meeting coming up to discuss this and  the Parish Council will be copied in on the Minutes of this meeting to discuss in further detail at a later date.

· Approval has been given by SNCC for closure of St. Johns Lane for the Wicken Fete, that is to be held on Saturday, June 28th 2008.

· Removal of Telephone Box.  It has been bought to the Parish Councils attention that SNCC wish to remove the public telephone box from the village.  The Parish Council agree that they do not want this removed and the Clerk is to write to SNCC accordingly reasoning as to why.

· Village Green.  New Contractors have now taken over the upkeep of this area.  Some concern has been raised as to the  state of the Green in certain areas and Mr. T. Levitt  and Cllr A. Walker have agreed to look into this in further detail.

5.  Flooding.

The Parish Council thanked Mr. R. Edmondson for the work that he has carried out in clearing the brook behind the houses on Cross Tree Road.  This should endeavour to stop the rear of these houses flooding so badly in the future.

6.  Planning.

Planning Application for 37 Leckhamstead Road, Erection of Garage.  This was approved.

7.  Matters of Repair & Administration.

· Play Area - Mr. J. Williamson has carried out necessary repair work that was discussed in the previous meeting.

· Play Area - Dog Fouling.  Mrs. L. Clarke confirmed that she has been undertaking weekly inspections of the Play Area and that since the ‘Wicken Tidy Up’ that there has been no more dog fouling.

· Village signs.  It has been noted that some signs are damaged and the Conservation Society have been consulted on this.  The Clerk is to get some more information and guidance on this and pass onto Mrs. L. Clarke to follow up.

8.  Finance.

The following invoices were presented for payment and cheques signed.

· 000398
Wickstead Leisure
£77.27

Tooling expense.

· 000399
Mr. J. Williamson
£290.00
Labour & Repair Work.

· 000400
ABB Ltd.

£70.83

Public lighting maintenance. 

· 000401
Northants NCALC
£112.00
Subscription.

· 000402
E-on


£191.30
Street Lighting.

· 000403
S. Miller

£560.00
Clerks fee.

· 000404
Allianz Insurance
£454.44
Insurance.

Any other Business.

· Grass verges on Church Close.  It was noted that the first cut was of satisfactory workmanship but the second cut was not.  It was agreed that this matter should be left until the third cut to see if it gets any better and if not Mr. T. Levitt will make an enquiry regarding this.

· It has been noted that some of the Council Houses roof felts are in  bad state of repair.  This is the Housing Associations department and Mr. T. Levitt is to provide the telephone number for any person concerned about this matter.

· Irregularity of Bus Service in the Village.  There has been more than one report on this and the Clerk is to address this in writing stating that it is a breach of contract.

· A complaint was made by Miss. P. Lodge regarding the hedges on the corner of St. Johns Lane.  It has been suggested that Mr. P. Clarke be contacted regarding this and asked to maintain these hedges a couple of times a year.

· Parking of cars in village. The Parish Council would like to ask that residents take care as to where they park their cars and do not obstruct pathways.

· Mrs. C. Franklin is asking for more volunteers for the Wicken Village Fete to be held on Saturday, June 28th 2008.

· Funding for Village Hall.  The Parish Council is awaiting the next Village Hall meeting to take place before it can be discussed in further detail.

Meeting closed at 7.48pm.

Next meetings - Thursday 3rd July and Thursday 4th September 2008.

Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

