WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL AGM, 16 May 2007

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman for start of meeting), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                  Mr P Ivens, Mrs L Clark, Mr J Williams,  Mr R Clapham, Mr T Levitt, Cllr Aaronson, Cllr  Walker

1   Apologies for Absence     None

2
Election of Officers
Mrs Francklin proposed and Mrs Clark seconded the election of Mr Ivens as Chairman.  Mr Ivens thanked Mr Gordon-Lee for his past services as chairman and also Mr Edmondson and Mr Preston the two other retiring councillors.

3
Declaration of Acceptance of Office    The clerk witnessed the signing of the declarations by the duly elected Parish Councillors (Mr Ivens, Mrs Francklin, Mrs Clark and Mr Williams) and asked that they return their Statements of Financial and Other Interests by the end of May.

4
Co-option of Councillors     since there had been only 4 candidates in the 3 May elections there were 3 vacancies that required filling.  Mr Williams proposed and Mrs Francklin seconded that Mr Clapham should be co-opted; Mrs Clark proposed and Mrs Francklin seconded that Mr Levitt also be co-opted.  Both, present at the meeting, agreed and the clerk witnessed the signing of their declarations of acceptance of office as co-opted members.  The clerk advised that Mr Edmondson had indicated that he would be prepared to be co-opted if other suitable candidates were lacking.  The chairman proposed, Mrs Francklin seconded and the meting unanimously agreed that the chairman should confirm with Mr Edmondson that he would be co-opted.

5
Items Raised by Members of the Public     No matters were raised.

6
Minutes of Meeting of 28 February 2007    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

7
Matters Arising

· Clerk had raised the question of access for emergency vehicles at Church Close with NCC Highways but was advised that nothing could be done to stop cars being parked on the public highway.  Emergency vehicles can take reasonable action to move obstructing vehicles if necessary.

· New dog control signs would be obtained to replace those removed from the sports field and play area.

.

4 Finance

Clerk had circulated the summary Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 31 March 2007

Due to changes in the Parish Council new bank signatories would be required.  As the Chairman and Mrs Clark were both account holders at Lloyds TSB the meeting unanimously agreed that they should become new signatories.

A request had been received from Deanshanger Day Centre for financial support in view of the attendance of a resident from Wicken at the centre. The donation had been increased in 2006 to 
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£40 and Mrs Francklin and Mrs Clark proposed and seconded that a donation of the same amount should be made this year.

Mr Williams Proposed and Mr Francklin seconded that the clerk should continue as the Responsible Finance Officer.

Since the previous meeting on 28 February the following cheques had been signed:

000373
ABB Ltd
Street lamp maintenance


£63.79

000374
A J Geary
Hedge laying



£1568.63

Cheques approved to be signed following acceptance by Lloyds TSB of new signatories:

 Powergen

    Street lighting

£137.33

 Allianz Cornhill
    Annual insurance

£429.74



Deanshanger Day Centre   Annual grant


£40.00

Clerk


    Pay & expenses

£628.14


5 Planning

Amended plans for 16 Cross Tree Road had completed circulation before the meeting and the clerk to respond according to the comments made.

6 Correspondence


A new model Code of Conduct had been issued and would be circulated for discussion at the next meeting.

Parish Councils have been encouraged to advise the Police of the dates of their meetings so that a representative can attend at least once a year.  Clerk to contact Sergeant Wallace and request a presence at the next PC meeting as well as explaining that Wicken is a separate parish to Deanshanger.

7 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Mr Levitt agreed to act a Highways Representative in place of Mr Preston

· Mr Gordon-Lee agreed to continue to act as webmaster for the parish website

· Clerk to ask NCC/Atkins to investigate the causes of flooding at Washall bridge following heavy rainfalls

Next meeting – 27 June 2007

The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

               Chairman

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL OPEN MEETING, WEDNESDAY 16 MAY 2007

Present:  As for Parish Council Meeting, and 12 residents

1
    Apologies for Absence      None

2
    Matters Arising

· Public disorder problems now appear to be under control although noise levels at weekends have begun to rise again.  A recent road accident thought to have been caused by a customer of the pub was in fact caused by someone attending a private party.

3 Report from Cllr Walker

NCC has been debating over the past 6 months the Government White Paper on Council reorganization.  The choices were between unitary, 2 tier or 3 tier enhanced organization.  Despite opposition the Conservative majority has adopted a 3 tier enhanced system.  This means that the County, District and Parish structures are maintained but they have to be much tighter and more partnership working developed with more services being devolved down to the local level.  The aim is to give budgets and responsibilities a more local focus.

NCC staffing has been reduced by over 600 posts in the past year and a restructuring    programme introduced

Council tax has been raised by 3.95% and a balanced budget introduced.  The deficit was cut from £28m to under £5m without reducing services

An extra £500,000 was put into Policing to ensure that the Neighbourhood Police Teams can be set up earlier with extra PCSOs

Cllr Walker now chairs the Safer Stronger Communities Scrutiny Committee and some of the issues dealt with are:

Procurement of Waste Management solutions in joint partnership with Milton Keynes

Review of Country Parks and whether to privatize them

Safety camera overview, effectiveness and public conception workshop

Update on domestic violence and youth offending indicators County wide

Review of operational standards, Fire Service

Review of retained training and operations Fire Service

Effectiveness of Trading Standards combating an influx of pornographic and pirate DVDs

Green maintenance initiatives recycling throughout the County

Health impact of alcohol abuse in Leisure Zone Northampton.  To be widened into the District once the review is complete

Crime & Disorder partnerships countywide

Empowering councillors countywide
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4 Questions

Concerns about health aspects of the twin bin scheme should be addressed to Cllr Walker, a second bin is available for larger families

Plastic waste is not exported.  Plastic is sent to a firm in Peterborough for special handling, the majority is burned off with the residue being used in the cement works.  More rigid items such as bottle tops are separated and dealt with by a firm in Norfolk

Household waste is dealt with at bio-degrading plants using chemicals, incineration is not thought to be the answer

Green waste and cardboard is composted for use on farms

There being no further matters the Chairman thanked those attending.

Meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.

Signed ………………………………………..

Date……………………..

             Chairman

