WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 16 May 2006

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr M Preston,  Mr P Ivens, M r R Clapham, Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Mr Edmondson, Cllr A Walker

2
Election of Officers
Mr Gordon-Lee said that he would be prepared to continue as chairman for a further year and Mr Clapham proposed that he should be so elected, the motion was seconded by Mr Preston and unanimously agreed by the meeting.  Mr Preston proposed that Mrs Francklin continue as Deputy Chairman and Mr Gordon-Lee seconded the proposal with agreement from the meeting.

3
Minutes of Meeting of 1 March 2006    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

4
Matters Arising

· Clerk had written to Tim Boswell M.P. seeking his assistance in resolving the matter of the new telegraph pole on Cross Tree Road.  A holding reply had been received and clerk to follow up prior to the next meeting if further action had not been taken

· Clerk had approached Mrs Martindale with a view to setting up a walking group to ensure that footpaths around the village were kept in good repair.  Mrs Martindale agreed to give the matter some thought before committing fully

· Since the mobile café had been set into operation on the lay-by on the A422 the site appears to have been kept clean and rubbish free.  The meeting agreed that monitoring is continued to ensure that standards are maintained

.

4 Finance

Clerk had circulated the summary Receipts and Payments Account for the year ending 31 March 2006.

A request had been received from Deanshanger Day Centre for financial support in view of the attendance of a resident from Wicken at the centre. After some discussion it was proposed by Mr Ivens, seconded by Mrs Francklin, that the annual grant should be increased from £30 to £40

Cheques approved:

000354
ABB Ltd

    Street lamp maintenance
£63.79

 000355

Powergen

    Street lighting

£294.43

 000356

Allianz Cornhill

    Annual insurance

£423.02

 000357

NALC


    Annual subscription

£89.00

 000358

Deanshanger Day Centre   Annual grant


£40.00

 000359

Clerk


    Pay & expenses

£579.49


5 Planning

The plans for an extension to 12 Leckhampstead Road had been circulated and the consensus was that the proposals were not in keeping with the character of the area and that the building would look unbalanced.

Approval given for change of use of agricultural buildings and land at Pig & Whistle Farm          would be circulated following the meeting.
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6 Correspondence


The latest edition of Rural Rides Newsletter outlined the concessionary fares scheme introduced by the District Council.  In order to gain wide circulation the information should be passed on to the Conservation Society for its next edition. 

Land Registry had written giving the benefits of registering land owned by Councils.  The meeting felt that the fee to do so would not be justified in view of the possible sale of the village hall to fund new premises.

7 Matters of Repair & Administration

-     clerk was seeking quotes for the cost of a new bench on the green for submission to Allianz Cornhill insurance before replacing 

Next meeting – 5 July 2006.

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL OPEN MEETING, TUESDAY 16 MAY 2006

Present:  As for Parish council Meeting, Mr R Edmondson, PCSO Charlotte Pearson and 34 residents

1 Matters Arising

· the annual drains inspection carried out at the end of May 2005 had found that tree roots were blocking the drainage system on Leckhampstead Road.  Although the works should have been programmed for repair no further action had been taken.  A return visit has been agreed in the near future.  Clerk to follow up as appropriate.

· a programme of repairs to the edges of the roads around Wicken has been progressing for several weeks.  NCC has put £20m into road repairs county wide.

2 Public Disorder and Police Action

The Chairman briefly covered the criminal behaviour experienced over the last 2 weekends in April.  The events appeared to be unconnected; the first one seemed to be a settling of scores unconnected with the village and the second involved malicious damage to property and cars was deemed to be linked to banning customers from the pub.  After introducing PCSO Charlotte Pearson from South Northants Sector Police the topic was then thrown open for comment from residents.

· there had been a change over the past 3 to 4 years with weekend disturbances emanating from the pub becoming more frequent and crime levels were now deemed to be very high relative to population

· written complaints must be made in order for the parish council to take action but those who had written to the police felt that little notice was being taken of their protests

· largely due to distances that had to be covered in South Northants it was felt that policing was not very effective and that the attempt to introduce undercover police into the pub had been unproductive as they were too obviously off-duty police

· police visits to the village cannot be pre-programmed but  they were fully aware of the situation and would try to have a presence on Friday/Saturday nights when possible

· future policing would be provided by a team rather than an individual beat PC as in the past

· the police control centre has been made aware of the problems and would ensure that any calls would be properly logged but a follow-up letter would be useful

· since disturbances are directly related to the pub the licensee has been advised by the police of the actions he must take to control the situation but the meeting felt that sufficient action had not been taken and that consideration should be given to suspending his licence at least temporarily

· the police felt that there was a lack of information coming out of the village as to who was responsible for the disturbances and that reports of underage drinking and drugs depended on hearsay rather than established fact.  If anyone has firm information it should be passed to the police who would not disclose any identities.  An objection was raised that on a police visit to the pub the evidence given by customers had been ignored

· there was concern that letters to the police might not be copied to the licensing authority at South Northants DC

· CCTV evidence is not foolproof although it may be a deterrent.  

· in a small village such as Wicken it is much easier to show the link between public disorder and the pub and to raise reasons for limiting licensing activities in order to promote the licensing objectives of the Act (prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, prevention of nuisance and the protection of children).

The Chairman closed the discussion by asking PCSO Pearson to report back to Towcester   Police the strength of feeling in the village and the lack of satisfaction at the apparent inability to control the situation.  Although he recognised that residents did not want to lose the pub he felt that the parish council now had a firm mandate to write to the licensing authority and ask that action be taken.

3 Future of the Village Hall

             -
    both the the Charity Commissioners and SNC Planning have given approval in principle to   
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       selling the current building and developing on the sports field site

· the building has been valued at a substantial figure

· a lease has been granted by the Merchant Venturers for a site across the corner of the sports field which would enable the new building to be erected before the existing sports club is demolished

· rules governing lottery funding will change in June to give more emphasis to supporting community buildings


· the sports club would be expected to apply for grants as directly affecting sporting requirements

· the cost of the new building would be over £500,000

· the process of obtaining planning permission has begun

· the design of the building would enable the village hall and the sports club to run as separate units but with the option of combining the two for special events

· although both the village hall and the sports club are non profit making organisations they would be expected to cover the running costs of the building

· security of the building would receive high priority

· up to date facilities and furniture would be provided

· car parking areas have yet to be fully defined

4 Village Confines

· SNC is working on proposals for a local development framework part of which is a review of village confines

· the plans for Wicken show that the upper part of Leckhampstead Road would be outside the village confines leading to the stricter planning requirements of rural areas

· the map also shows areas of important open space 

· the parish council has replied objecting to the separation out of parts of the village and asking for clarification on open space

· the government’s Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands has complicated matters and further progress on the development framework is not expected until these issues have been resolved

5 Report from Cllr Aaronson

· as discussed at last years meeting SNC has been reviewing its policy on council houses in view of the additional expense of meeting government targets for maintenance and has decided to transfer its housing stock to housing associations interested in working with with SNC and providing a higher standard of housing.  During the next few months tenants will be kept fully informed of progress and will have a chance of voting for or against the transfer.  If the vote goes against the council’s proposal it will have fairly serious financial implications.

· the District Council has also been working with NCC on their plans for local transport up to 2020 covering the whole spectrum of transport including community schemes

· SNC has also been consulted over plans to merge police authorities

There being no further matters the Chairman thanked those attending.

Meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.

Signed ………………………………………..

Date……………………..

             Chairman

