WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL AGM 4 MAY 2005

Present:    Mr Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs Francklin (Vice Chairman), Mr Edmondson, Mr Halewood,  

Mr Preston, District Cllr Aaronson

1.
Apologies for Absence:   Cllr Walker

2.
Election of Officers:  The meeting unanimously elected Mr Gordon-Lee as Chairman and Mrs Francklin as Vice Chairman.  Mr Edmondson, on behalf of all councillors, thanked the Chairman for his hard work during the past year.

3.
Minutes of the Meeting of 23 February 2005:   the minutes were approved as a correct record.  The Chairman reminded the meeting of the need to publish minutes on the website as soon after the meeting as possible.  With that in mind it had been agreed at the February meeting that minutes should be circulated to councillors for their approval and returned to the Chairman for placing on the website.  Although minutes had been circulated immediately following the last meeting they had not been returned.  Councillors are reminded of their responsibility to forward items expeditiously.

4.
Matters Arising

 
-  drainage on Leckhampstead Road was still a problem, Clerk to follow up and to discover the outcome of the annual drains inspection due to take place towards the end of May


-  use of the website was disappointing and village societies should be encouraged to use it.  The web page on Wicken Parish Church had not materialised, Mrs Francklin would investigate.


-  the problem of rubbish on the A422 lay-by had improved but it was necessary to continue to monitor the problem and report any deterioration


-  no response had been received from District about the telegraph pole erected on the Cross Tree Road triangle, Clerk to contact Cllr Walker to see if he could resolve the problem


-  some progress had been made on Parish Plan issues.  The litter pick had been well attended, planning on a village fete had not yet started but, even although the date would be set for 2006 it was felt that the sooner initial arrangements were set in motion the better.    A company in Birmingham had been conducting trials to improve the environmental impact of street lighting and they would be contacted for further information.  The Conservation  Society was in the process of setting up a project to record a visual history of the village.  The Merchant Venturers had finally agreed to a 125 year lease of grounds on which to build a combined Village Hall and Sports Club.  The cost of the lease was high although not extortionateand would probably have to be funded by the Parish Council.  The current village hall would be sold to part fund the new custom built hall.  Thanks to Richard Foreman for his part in the negotiations.

5.
Public Entertainment Licence

The landlord of The Old White Lion had applied for a Public Entertainment Licence until midnight on Fridays and Saturdays.  Since the terms of the application had not varied and the Parish Council had received no written complaints on problems raised by the licence it was felt that no objections could be raised.

6.
Clerk’s Contract of Employment

The Chairman had circulated an amended version of the model contract of employment.  Certain 

statutory elements of the contract would have to be retained and the meeting considered that the minimum hours 
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recommended for the clerk’s work and pay should be adhered to (219 hours per annum at £7.62 per hour).  The Clerk indicated that she would be happy to return a part of the payment but the meeting felt that more time was required for the situation to be reviewed and the matter should be deferred to the following meeting.

6.
Finance


Clerk to liaise with the Chairman on the costs of the Parish Plan and whether a part refund of the grant given by the Countryside Agency would be needed.

Mrs Butterfield had asked the Council to consider asking Paul Clarke to start cutting the verge alongside the Sports Field hedge.  The County Council contractors had begun to cut the full width of the verge and their work would be monitored over the next months to see if it was satisfactory.  The project to plant wild flowers had started and it was important that  they were conserved - clerk to check with Brian Lloyd.

A request had been received from the Deanshanger Day Centre for a grant, Mr Edmondson proposed continuing with the current £30 payment and this was seconded by Mrs Francklin.

The meeting also considered continuing support of ACRE (£31) and agreed that, due to its expertise in managing village halls, it would be a beneficial spend, proposed by Mrs Francklin, seconded by Mr Edmondson.

Cheques signed:

000331
Annual Village Hall hire for meetings


£54.00

000332
Allianz Cornhill Insurance




£406.25

000333
ABB Ltd, street lighting maintenance


£63.79

000334
NALC membership





£83.00

000335
Clerk annual salary and expenses


£464.50

000336
ACRE membership





£31.00

000337
Deanshanger Day Centre




£30.00

Mr Halewood asked that the Parish Council consider making a contribution towards the costs of printing a leaflet of walks around Wicken that the Conservation Society  was producing.  The leaflet would be provided free to members of the Society.  After discussion  the Chairman proposed a modest contribution of £50, this was seconded by Mrs Francklin with the promise to review the situation if there was still a shortfall after other sponsors had been approached.

7.
Planning


Two items had been received:

· S/2005/0483/LB

27/29 Leckhampstead Road to rebuild a partially collapsed outhouse and the insertion of a new window into the garage

· S/2005/0482/P

6 Cross Tree Road to build a single storey side extension

It was agreed to circulate both items for comment.

8.
Matters of Repair and Administration

The street light at the corner of Larks Lane was not working - clerk to report.

The meeting closed at 8.00 p.m.

Signed: ………………………………................................Date ……………………….


Chairman

