WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 1 MARCH 2006

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                  Mr P Ivens, Mr R Edmondson, Mr R Clapham

1   Apologies for Absence     Cllr D Aaronson

2
Minutes of Meeting of 19 October 2005    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

3 Matters Arising

· NCC to be approached to contribute towards the cost of cutting the verge alongside the Sports Field

· Cllr Walker was advised by SNC Planning that objections could not be raised with British Telecomm about the erection of a telegraph pole in the village conservation area.  The meeting felt that the matter should be pursued and asked the clerk to write to Tim Boswell MP expressing concerns about the ability of BT to over-ride planning constraints

4 Parish Plan Progress

Mrs Francklin reported that plans for the village fete are progressing well.

Planning for the future of the village hall is continuing with architectural scale drawings and elevations prepared.  Mrs Butterfield has asked for a scale model to be built to give local residents a more approachable view of the planned building. The proposed design allows for total separation of the hall and sports club but also gives the option of opening up the building into one large unit. The cost of the joint village hall/sports club is likely to be in the region of £600-700,000 with funds coming from the sale of the present hall (estimated £300,000) and other grants.  Lottery funding rules are due to change in June when more emphasis will be placed on providing funding for community projects such as village halls. Before any commitment is made one or more meetings with residents will be arranged to provide details and give the opportunity to raise issues.

Since NCC is reviewing funding for maintenance of footpaths a planned objective to start up a walking group to monitor the state of the paths in the village and help with minor repairs and report damage to the Parish Council now has higher priority.  Clerk asked to speak with Mrs Martindale about setting up a group.

The Parish Plan has been recommended by DEFRA as an excellent example and praised for achieving its goal at low cost.  The Council appreciates the time and effort given by many in the village both during the writing of the Plan and following up on the issues raised.

5 Standing Orders

The meeting considered revision of the Standing Order which limits the period of Chairmanship to 4 consecutive years.  In view of the fact that the position is voted on annually such a constraint was no longer felt to be necessary.  Mr Edmondson suggested that 10 years  would give a proper balance and the meeting unanimously agreed.

Currently the Parish Council has a vacancy in its membership and Councillors were asked to approach those they thought might be interested in being co-opted.  Any resident expressing interest should be asked to attend the next meeting before committing themselves.

Clerk to find out whether there is a maximum number of councillors for a village the size of Wicken.

6 Finance

Clerk reported that the Annual Audit had been completed and that no matters had been raised by the auditors.

Cheque payments made following cancellation of January meeting:

000350
ABB Ltd

Street lamp maintenance
£63.79

 000351

Powergen

Website hosting


£64.61

 000352

BDO Stoy Hayward
Audit


             £141.00
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Mr Forman has advised the Chairman that the Sports Club may have some difficulty in meeting the costs of the new lease demanded by the Merchant Venturers – it has been set at £1000 (from March 2004) a rise of £550 on the current rental for the sports field.  He has asked that the Parish Council consider assisting in meeting the extra cost.  Mr Ivens, with the support of the meeting, suggested that it was not the Council’s responsibility to support the club but if the club found it to be totally impossible to pay the Council would reconsider the matter upon production of the Sports Club accounts.  Chairman to respond to Mr Forman.

From April SNC will provide free bus passes to over 60s – clerk to advertise on noticeboard.

The meeting decided not to enter the Village of the Year competition – it was felt that many of the criteria applied related to larger communities and that the “community audit” aspect of the scheme has been largely covered by the Parish Plan

7 Planning

Despite objections being raised by Council against the application for Street Trading on the lay-by on the A422, SNC Licensing had recommended approval to the Committee called to consider the matter.  As no representatives were available to attend the meeting (2 March) it was felt that 

the site should be monitored to ensure that the objections raised about problems of increased litter, traffic movements and sanitary arrangements did not occur.  If they did the matter should be brought to the attention of the licensing authorities for the licence to be reviewed.

8 Correspondence


Under the umbrella of CPRE a local forum has been formed to assist Parish Councils to respond to the major developments now being planned for Northamptonshire.  Clerk to respond asking that she be kept aware of any planning affecting Wicken and its surrounding area.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Mr Levitt had advised the Chairman that a large number of rats had been sighted in the village and that he had approached Pest Control to deal with the matter.  The meeting acknowledged that there was a problem and that the situation would continue to be monitored.  The current cold weather would encourage rodents to take advantage of food left out for birds but SNC was doing its best to control the situation without causing danger to pets.

· the damaged railings on bridge on Wicken Park Road had been reported but no permanent repairs had yet been done – clerk to follow up 

· tyres dumped in Larks Lane to be reported by clerk

· loose kerbstones in Cross Tree Road and Deanshanger Road to be reported.

Next meetings -  16 May to include the Annual Parish Meeting 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

