WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 27 June 2007

Present:   Mr P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs L Clark,  Mr R Clapham, Mr T Levitt,                  Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin, Mr Williams, Cllr Walker

2
Police Report

PC Wallace had spoken to the landlord following the recent disturbance at the pub, the incident had been logged and could be brought into evidence if the licence renewal is in question.  There have been no recorded incidents since Christmas and an investigation into underage drinking (by Trading Standards) was clear.  Any disturbances should be called in to the Control Room (0845 3 700 700), serious incidents will result in police presence and minor matters passed on to PC Wallace.

Wicken has police coverage by a team that also deals with 14 other villages so resource is limited.  If no reports are received policing is assumed to be unnecessary so it is up to local residents to make the police aware of problems.

At present the team is concentrating on distraction burglaries.  To assist elderly/vulnerable residents the Police have made available a simple intercom system to allow people to ascertain who is calling without actually having to open the door.  The systems are free and will either be installed by SNC in council houses or by Care & Repair.  PC Wallace will be contacting the Neighbourhood Watch Rep (Mrs Gordon-Lee) to arrange a session with those in need of help to give advice, hand out contact numbers for agencies and find out how many units are required.  He would also be happy to arrange individual visits.

Lead roofing stolen from the church – theft of metals is becoming more difficult to pursue since thieves are now using non-local outlets. The high price of metals is making this form of theft more lucrative and police forces have to co-operate with colleagues over several police areas to track down thefts.

Mr Levitt raised the matter of cold-calling and ways of stopping it.  PC Wallace said that as there was nothing illegal in the practice there was little the police could do.  Roade had put signs up on each road into the village stating that it was a preferred no cold calling area.  Wicken could follow suit and meanwhile Mrs Clark agreed to provide “no cold calling “ stickers for the use on doors as required.

Problems caused by cars parking on pavements and obstructing pedestrians could be handled by the police who would initially visit the owner of the vehicle and explain the problems caused.  Problems should be reported to PC Wallace.

Overall criminal damage last year had increased slightly and other crime was down marginally.

The Chairman thanked PC Wallace for his very helpful attendance.

Cllr Aaronson reported that the Deanshanger PCSO (Police Community Support Officer) was proving to be an asset in that village; she was getting to know the residents/children/societies and attending the monthly parish council meetings.  Currently the cost is part funded by NCC but the whole cost of £30,000 would have to be carried by Deanshanger if the resource was considered to be warranted next year.

3
Items Raised by Members of the Public     No matters were raised.

4
Minutes of Meetings of 16 May 2007    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record

5 Matters Arising

Mr Levitt has taken over as Highways Representative and will pursue the problem of standing water on the Washall bridge.
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6 Adoption of the Code of Conduct

As further guidance on the revised Code of Conduct had not yet been received the meeting decided to delay adoption until the September meeting when the full council would be present to discuss the matter.

7 Finance

Clerk had circulated the Annual Return prior to the meeting.  The figures and statements were agreed to be a correct record and the Chairman and clerk signed the return as required.

Mr Preston had completed the internal audit but would not be available to continue doing so in future.  After discussion it was proposed by Mr Levitt and seconded by Mrs Clark that the NALC internal auditors should be used in 2008.

Clerk raised the question of cutting the verges alongside the sports field and also by the church wall at Pound Close.  Verge cutting is undertaken by NCC but is infrequent.  She had received 2 quotes of £50 for each section on fortnightly intervals but was still waiting for one from Tove Engineering, responsible for cutting the sports field, and might prove to be more competitive.  Rather than wait for the September meeting she would circulate the outcome as soon as it became available.  

Cheques approved to be signed:

  000379      ABB Ltd

    Street light maintenance
£67.47

8
Planning

Plans to 16 Cross Tree Road had been approved with the proviso that the bathroom window to the side would be fixed shut.

The owners of Silver Spinney would be appealing against the judgement by the Planning Inspector

9 Correspondence


John Marchant had written to the Chairman in appreciation of the improvements being made to the village hall and offering to re-hang the bell on the roof.

        Other items would be circulated following the meeting

10 Matters of Repair & Administration

        Overgrowing trees at Coopers Cottage were impeding high vehicles, clerk to report.

        Mr Ivens will deal with hedge trimming at Washall bridge

        Mr Levitt is compiling a report on road repairs needed in the village to send to NCC/Atkins

Cllr Aaronson reported on Cllr Walker’s behalf that the NCC was providing each of its     councillors with a budget to enable funding of small projects in the villages that they represent.

Next meeting – 5 September 2007

        The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

               Chairman

