WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 14 JULY 2004

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Vice Chairman), Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr P Ivens, Cllr D Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Mr R Clapham,  Cllr A Walker

3 Minutes of Meetings of 25 May 2004    The minutes were approved as correct records.

4 Matters Arising

· The problems of the drains on Leckhampstead Road were ongoing – due to change of personnel and offices the records of maintenance were unavailable when enquiries made.  Clerk to progress.

· Clerk to liaise with Sue Forman (Neighbourhood Watch) about replacement signs

· Clerk had received paperwork on signage for Wicken Toys.  There is an upfront application charge of £140 followed by costs of signs etc.  Mr Edmondson reported back that Mr Ward would be happy to bear any costs involved and would appreciate written support for the new signs from the Parish Council.  Clerk to forward application and a letter giving PC support

After some debate it was agreed that the appropriate places for new signs would remain as agreed at the 25 May meeting.

5 Parish Web Site

Since the last meeting the Chairman had progressed the building of a Wicken website by using facilities available through his own service provider.  The resulting trial site had been seen and commented on by various interested parties in the village.  The site gave space to village associations as well as links to SNC and attractions in the area.  Although BT could provide a free hosting service for the site the scope of the site would then be limited.  Initial indications from the Clerk suggested that annual costs could be in the region of £100 - £120 but further investigation would be required since cheaper hosts might not provide sufficient facilities.  Clerk to report back with further information to the September meeting.  Advertising could also be used to off-set the costs of the site.

The question of responsibility for maintaining and vetting the site was raised.  As the PC would be the owner it was felt that accountability should rest with the Council and the Chairman stated that he would be happy to undertake the task.

6 Finance


· The Statement of Accounts and Statement of Assurance (Annual Return) prepared by the Clerk were examined and accepted.  Issues raised by the  external auditors’ report in 2003 were reviewed and the Council considered that the necessary measures had been introduced.  The Clerk circulated an income/expenditure year to date account at each meeting together with a bank reconciliation and copy of the latest bank statement.  As the Council did not incur risks associated with cash handling (receipts are accounted for by the precept, grants and VAT recovery) and all payments have to be 
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     authorised and minuted by Council a formal risk assessment review was felt         

      to be unnecessary

· Letters had been received from Mrs Tansley and Mrs Butterfield (Parish Tree Warden) about the state of the grass verge alongside the sports field.  NCC contractors, to whom the responsibility had been transferred in April, only cut to the middle of the verge resulting in an untidy appearance and making it impossible to keep the base of the hedge clear of weeds.  Mrs Butterfield had reminded the PC that the grant given by SNC towards replanting the hedge had contained the proviso that the hedge be kept weed free and properly maintained. After discussion about the contrast between the general care and attention given by residents and SNC to mowing outside houses and the village green and the sports field verge it was decided that the Council should reverse its earlier decision and ask NJ Blackwell to start cutting again.  Clerk to progress.

· Clerk to contact Paul Clarke about continuing maintenance of the beds on the green

The following cheques were approved and signed:

000321

ABB street lights maintenance

£63.79

000322

Powergen street lighting


£139.23

000323

N Gordon-Lee costs associated with
£181.59




Parish Action Plan & Future Needs Day

The meeting noted the increase in the ABB quarterly charge, had been raised after 3 years.

7 Planning

No planning items.

8 Correspondence

Tim Boswell MP had written congratulating the Council on receiving a grant for the Parish Action Plan

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Mr Preston reported that Atkins(NCC Highways) tended to fill only the larger potholes in the roads although it was generally felt that standards in minor road maintenance had improved despite budgetary constraints

· rubbish was not being cleared from the A422 lay-by, Clerk to contact SNC

· Cllr Aaronson advised the PC that SNC was currently undertaking a review of council housing.  This would give residents a say in how the stock of council houses would be managed in the future – Housing Association, PFI, SNC or an Arms Length Management Operation (ALMO) under which SNC would retain the housing stock but it would be managed by a group of tenants and other individuals who would be responsible for repairs, collecting rents and tenancy management.  It was important that tenants voted on their preference as a 51% majority would stand.

· Cllr Aaronson is on a working party reviewing the future of rural transport in the District.  New directives empowered District Councils rather than the County Council to consider action and obtain grants

· an exhibition is being held on 17 July to explain the latest plans for developing the Elementis site.  Lack of security around the development sites was leading to vandalism and this needed to be addressed.
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· the Chairman reported that he had seen a near miss on the Washall bridge and that local residents did not always act with due care and attention at the approaches

· there had been reports of distraction burglars in the village and councilors should spread the word about the need to be aware

· the Clerk had indicated that she would be absent for long periods from January to April 2005 and the Council might wish to consider replacing her although she would be happy to continue if a way around the problem could be found.  She would circulate a provisional list of meeting dates for approval or otherwise prior to the September meeting.

Date of next meeting – 8 September 2004.

The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 SEPTEMBER 2004

ST JOHN’S HALL, WICKEN   7.30 P.M.

Agenda

1 Apologies for Absence

2 Minutes of the Meeting of 14 July 2004

3 Matters Arising

4 Village Action Plan Update

5 Finance 

6 Planning

7 Correspondence

8 Matters of Repair & Administration

S Miller, Clerk

