
WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 3rd July 7.30pm  2008.

Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. L. Clark (Vice Chairman), Mr. R. Edmondson, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. R. Clapham, Cllr. A. Walker.
1.  Apologies for Absence.


Mrs. C. Franklin.
Mr. T. Levitt – The Clerk announced that due to work commitments Mr. Levitt had resigned with immediate effect.

2.  Minutes of previous meeting 21st February 2008.


It was noted that Clerk had made an error with regards to 37 Leckhamstead Road and it’s Planning for a garage.  It is in fact a driveway.
3.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

4.  Matters Arising.

· Village Green - As previously noted, the state of The Village Green has not been cut to such a high standard of late.  Clerk to contact South Northants Environmental Dept for advice on this.
· Signs in and around Wicken – some of the village signs are in dire need of repair / replacement.  Clerk to contact South Northants Council regarding this.  

· Entry signs to Village – Clerk has had no response on this matter so far.  Cllr. A.Walker suggests that the Clerk contact neighboring Parish Councils for advice.

· Bus Service – Clerk has had no response from MK Metro regarding their recent poor service to the community.  Cllr. A. Walker suggested Clerk contact South Northants Council regarding this matter for advice.  Cllr. Walker also suggested Clerk contact ‘Dial a Ride’ who provide a good mode of transportation to other areas and see if they could offer anything to the residents of Wicken.
· Removal of Pay Phone – Clerk has had no response from SNCC regarding letter sent.  Clerk to follow up.

5. Planning.
Nothing pending.  Although Mr. J. Williams did bring to attention the recent building work to 2 Pound Close, Wicken.  Clerk to look into previous planning applications.
6.  Matters of Repair & Administration.

· Mr. Edmondson noted that the roads have been marked up to show weaknesses.
· The drains to Leckhamstead Road are still blocked and give dangerous road conditions to the lower part of the road during the winter months.  Clerk to contact South Northants Council regarding this.
· It was reported that the drains on Church Lane are also blocked.  Clerk to mention this at the same time as the above.
8.  Finance.

The following invoices were presented for payment and cheques signed.
· ABB Ltd
Chq. 405
£70.83

Maintenance on Public Lighting.

· O. Absolom
Chq. 406
£300

Clerk fee.

· J.J. Brooks 
Chq. 407
£716.75
Clearance to Brook.

· Annual Audit report was signed by the Chairman.  A copy is to be passed around to all Cllrs and posted on Wicken Website.
· Mr. J. Williams has asked the Clerk to look into the rate of interest that the Parish Council have with their current bankers and see if a better rate is obtainable.  Mr. J. Williams mentioned Alliance & Leicester. 
· The Chairman received a letter from the head of the Village Hall Committee regarding further refurbishment work to the Village Hall.  The letter asked that the Parish Council make a financial commitment towards the funding of the next phase of development.  The Chairman agreed that the Parish Council should do this and the Clerk is to confirm balance of accounts for the next meeting, to enable this to be discussed in further detail and a proposal be put forward.

· Clerk to contact Miss. S. Miller regarding the contributions from the Riparian Owners to clarify situation.
Any other Business.

· A letter was received from Miss. P. Lodge regarding her concern with the entrance to the Village Hall.  Mr. J. Williams confirmed that the original plans for the refurbishment did show gated access but that the Village Hall is more accessible without this.  This subject is still open for discussion at present and quotes are being looked at.  It was suggested that the Paving to the yard was of more importance at present but this does not have priority.  
· Cllrs. Have requested Clerk find out when the Parish Council will receive their annual income.

· Cllr. A.Walker mentioned how important it is for the Clerk to attend courses to enable her to fulfill her role to her best capability.  Clerk to contact NCALC for details. 
· Cllr. A.Walker congratulated those involved in making the Wicken Fete a huge success and noted that he had posted an entry on the Wicken Village Website to that effect. 

· Mr. R. Edmondson brought up the subject of the Wicken News pamphlet and asked that the new Clerk continue to contribute quarterly as the most recent one produced did not have anything representing the Parish Council.

· Mr. R. Edmondson also asked that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings be posted on the two Notice Boards within the village.

· Mr. Clapham mentioned that the disabled access to the Village Hall is not complete and Mr. J. Williams said this was noted by the Village Hall Committee.

Meeting closed at 8.42pm.

Next meeting - Thursday 4th September 2008.

Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

