WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 5 July 2006

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr R Edmondson, Mr M Preston, Mr P Ivens, M r R Clapham, Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence      Cllr A Walker

2
Minutes of Meetings of 16 May 2006    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record but Cllr Aaronson asked that it be made clear that transfer of the District Council’s housing stock would only take place if tenants voted in favour of the move when the ballot is held later this year.

3
Matters Arising

· Clerk to pursue the matter of the telegraph pole, contacting SNC Planning and emphasizing that planning permission had not been sought.  The Parish Council had also objected to the pole being placed in its current position.

· The lay-by on the A422 continues to be kept clean by the operators of the mobile cafe

· Clerk to ensure that a replacement bench is provided for the village green

4 Public Disorder

The Annual Open Meeting held on 16 May emphasized the disquiet felt in the village about the level of public disorder apparently emanating from the village pub and the Parish Council now felt that it had the public backing to act. 

The Licensing Act allows for an “interested party” to apply for a review of a licence but the licensing authority has to be satisfied that it is relevant in terms of the following objectives – the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from harm. The meeting felt that all the objectives could be met. In order to add weight to any application the meeting recognised that information was required from the police detailing the dates and nature of complaints received by them, although details of individuals involved would not be required.  Further attempts should be made to extract such information.

Since the May meeting the landlord had acted to limit the disturbances by excluding some customers but a further incident had occurred on 23 June and had been reported to the authorities.

Meanwhile the meeting asked the Clerk to write to the Senior Licensing Officer,    copied to the police, advising him of their intention to start proceedings.

.

5 Finance

Clerk had circulated the Annual Return of accounts for the year ending 31 March 2006 and the meeting noted and agreed its contents. The document would be forwarded to the external auditors.

Mr Edmondson proposed and the chairman seconded the proposal that the clerk should continue as the Responsible Finance Officer.

Cheques approved:

000360
Village Hall

    hire for meetings 2005
£72.00

 000361

ABB Ltd

    lighting maintenance

£63.79

6 Planning

An enforcement order had been placed on the development at Silver Spinney farm due to the failure to undertake contamination checks on the land.
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There were still problems around the circulation of plans to parish councillors and their timely return to the clerk in order to let her reply to the Planning Department.  As a trial it was suggested that:

· the clerk would advise all parish councillors by e-mail that plans had been received together with a short outline of the plans

· a deadline would be given for comments to be received

· Mr Preston would hold the plans and councillors wishing to comment would have access to them at his address

7 Correspondence


The clerk drew the meetings attention to funding available to make capital grants to small shops and businesses in rural areas.

A Policing Policy meeting is being held in Deanshanger to which representatives of other parishes had been invited.  The chairman would try to attend.

8 Matters of Repair & Administration

· the laying of the Sports Field hedge was now becoming a priority and, due to the likely cost 3 tenders for the work would be required.  Mr Edmondson and Mr Ivens would provide the names of contractors.  Enquiries should also be made about grants available from DEFRA.

· Clerk needs to continue to press NCC to give a further cut to the grass verges within the village

· The bridge on Wicken Park Road had still not been repaired, clerk to investigate reasons for delay

Next meeting – September, to fit in with village meeting to decide the future of the village hall.

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 7 SEPTEMBER 2006

ST JOHN’S HALL, WICKEN   7.30 P.M.
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S Miller, Clerk

