WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 6 JULY 2005

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman),  Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr P Ivens, Cllr Walker, Cllr Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Mr R Clapham   Mr Halewood had resigned following the May meeting as he felt that, due to hearing difficulties, he was unable to participate fully in discussion.  The meeting expressed regret and would miss his input.

2
Minutes of Meetings of 4 May 2005    The minutes of the open meeting under matters arising, second sentence should read “that it would be unable to afford” etc. 

3 Matters Arising

· the annual drains inspection had reported problems with tree roots affecting  drains on Leckhampstead Road.  All matters relating to drain repairs had been issued with works orders and passed by NCC to Atkins for action.  Clerk to follow up on progress.

·  the Church page on the website had still not been completed, Mrs Francklin to progress

· Cllr Walker had asked SNC Planning Department to explain the reasoning behind allowing the telegraph pole to be erected on the triangle at Cross Tree Road especially as it was perceived to be redundant, holding only one line.  Cllr Walker reported that he had not received any feedback from their proposed approach to BT and he would pursue the matter.

· the Public Entertainments licence for the Old White Lion had been granted despite objections from the police who failed in presenting a proper case.  Council re-emphasised the need to make written complaints or objections about disturbances affecting the pub.  The licensee had installed double-glazing as well as a noise inhibitor.

· the light at Lark’s Lane had not been repaired and it was noted that the glass shade was broken, clerk to report.

4 Development Framework

Councillors welcomed the opportunity to comment on proposals for changes to the village confines boundaries but felt that the paper did not give a comprehensive explanation of how the process would work and the criteria applied in setting the boundaries.  The paper appeared to meet the requirements of the Parish Plan to some degree but the full facts behind the project needed to be explored before holding a public meeting to give residents an opportunity to comment.  Clerk to respond to SNC and when the picture is clearer consult with clerks of surrounding parishes as to the views of their councils.

5 Parish Plan Progress

The chairman had contacted a Birmingham company, Royce Thompson, that manufactured a programmable device that could adjust street lighting as the village requires.  These would replace the simple light sensitive devices now in place.  At a cost of around £150 per unit it would be an expensive project but it would meet a medium priority in the Parish Plan of reducing light pollution.  There may also be an opportunity to reduce the price by providing the company with a marketing tool or by finding out if grants were available for such an environmental project.

Mr Preston told the meeting that a member of the Conservation Society had started work on an official history of the village.

Mrs Francklin required assistance in developing the idea of the fete and Cllr Walker 
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suggested that she might find it helpful to contact Bernard Madden of the Heritage Society in Deanshanger.  The fete was not essentially a money-making project but more an opportunity to energise community spirit.

6 Clerk’s Contract of Employment

The clerk had contacted SLCC for advice about the detail of the model contract issued by NALC, in particular the items relating to salary, holiday and sick pay.  She had been advised that, if the annual payment made was an honorarium rather than a salary, all conditions consequent on being paid a salary could be omitted.  It was important, however, that terms relating to working conditions, grievance, discipline and notice of termination of contract should be retained.  As the contract would be related to the employee rather than the job, the contract could be rewritten on change of clerk.

Clerk to exclude the relevant clauses and circulate the document for agreement at the September meeting.

7 Finance

Clerk presented the annual accounts and Annual Return to the meeting (circulated previously).  The meeting confirmed that the processes listed under the statement of assurance were in place and approved signing of the Annual Return by the Chairman and the clerk.

Cheque payments approved:

000338
ABB Ltd
Street lights maintenance
£63.79

000339
Powergen
Street lighting


£138.84

Mr Edmondson advised that Mrs Butterfield continued to be concerned about the state of the verge running alongside the sports field.  Although NCC contractors 

were cutting the full width this was being done on an ad hoc rather than regular basis. As the Village Hall committee was considering plans for a new build it was important

that the surroundings on which the hall would stand should be well maintained when grants were being sought.  Taking this into account the meeting agreed unanimously that the parish council should pay for the upkeep.  Clerk to approach Paul Clark to ask that he undertake the work and consult with Brian Lloyd about wild flower planting along the verge.

8 Planning

   S/2005/0724/P
The Stables, Deanshanger Road    First floor extension, porch and first floor       

   balcony

Plans were in circulation and comments related to change of roofline in a conservation area had been made.

S/2005/0760/PR
Silver Spinney Farm
Agricultural dwelling

Previous planning permission granted December 2003 time expired, resubmission.  Previous comments repeated.

S/2005/0796/P

Rickyard, Mountmill Farm
Two storey extension

No objections
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9 Correspondence


Items to be circulated following the meeting – SNC Local Development Framework, Consultation and Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005

10 Matters of Repair & Administration

· the initiative by NCC to remove salt bins had been discontinued but clerk to ask for the removal of the bin on the corner of Deanshanger Road.

· proposals to re-site the 30mph signs were currently at a standstill but Cllr Walker assured the meeting that he would be taking up this matter along with any dangerous road repairs that had not yet received attention

· Mr Ivens reported some vandalism affecting flowers on graves in the churchyard.  The meeting expressed concern and asked the clerk to contact John Marchant to ascertain whether he was aware and what steps could be taken.

· Councillors are reminded that planning papers and other correspondence should be circulated quickly and returned to the clerk.  Planning responses have to be made by a deadline that is printed on the circulation slip and these must be returned whether or not all councillors have seen the application.

Next meetings -  7 September and 19 October.

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

