
WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 13th Jan 2010 7.30pm
Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. L. Clark (Vice Chairman), Mr. R. Edmondson, Mr. J. Maloney, Mr. J. Williams, Mrs. C. Franklin.  Mr. B. Lloyd on behalf of The Conservation Society.
1.  Apologies for Absence.


Cllr. A. Walker, Cllr. Aaronson & Mr. R. Clapham.
2.  Minutes of previous meeting 4th November 2009.


Minutes were agreed as a correct record.
3.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

4. Matters Arising.
· Clerk reported that there is no news as yet on the Parish Council adopting the BT Kiosk on behalf of the Conservation Society.  Clerk to chase up.
5. Planning.
· 2 Pightle Cottage – Extension has no objections.
· The Manor – Re-routing of Footpath.  Mr. J. Williams reported that he put in planning permission for the footpath to be re-routed round his property before Christmas 2009, but to date has not heard from SNC Planning Department.  The re-routing was discussed amongst Parish Council and there was no objection raised.
6. Matters of Repair & Administration.
· The drains have been cleared on Wicken Park Road by Sparrow Lodge Farm.

· The Playground inspection is due its Annual Inspection.  Clerk to look into whether we can do this ourselves or if it has to be an Authorative Company due to Insurance purposes.  Clerk to contact Parish Councils Insurance Company ‘Alliaz’.  
· Leckhampstead Road – The state of this road is disgusting.  Despite 7 years of complaints the Council have still done nothing about it.  Mr. J. Williams and the Clerk have chased this up recently but to no avail.  There has been no extra gritting in the cold spell and a school bus got stuck on this road in the icy conditions. The underground spring needs digging out and a drain putting in.  Clerk to write a letter to residents of Leckhampstead Road asking them to complain to the council (providing contact details) or write to her with complaints via email or snail mail and she will pass them on in turn.

· The residents of Pound Close have asked if they can have a ‘grit bin’ also.  Clerk to contact SNC regarding this.

· External Audit has been circulated and no comment was passed other than can the next one be written in laymen’s terms as it is quite difficult reading both the Audit itself and the report.

7. Finance
· Figures for the precept were discussed and agreed that there is no need to raise it this coming year.  It will be the same as last year, £4196.00
· #000437
BDO Stoy Hayward

£178.25
Ref: Audit

· #000438
Cheque was cancelled

· #000439
Wicken Village Hall

£40.00

Ref:  Hire

· Chairman read out letter from Village Hall Committee asking for a donation towards last restoration work completed to Hall.  See below.

· #000440
Wicken Village Hall

£1500.00
Ref:  Donation

· Reference a letter from Deanshanger Day Centre asking for a donation, please see below.

· #000441
Deanshanger Day Centre
£50.00

Ref:  Donation

· Chairman read out letter from Wicken Sports Club thanking us for the last donation we gave.

· Clerk to look into when the Church is due another donation.

· Chairman agreed that Clerk should transfer funds between accounts to maintain a healthy balance.

8. Any other Business.
· The Parish Council noted that the re-opening of ‘The Old White Lion’ should be fully supported by the villagers as they feel that this is its last chance of survival in the village and such a focal point.

· There has been 1 objection raised with regards to having a bench put on Cross Tree Road on the triangle.  Parish Council overruled this objection and the Conservation Society showed the Parish Council a circular iron bench that would surround the tree.  Parish Council agreed that this was more in fitting with the environment of where it is to be placed.
· New residents of Pound Close have changed the layout of their property i.e.: Bedrooms upstairs.  Therefore, have asked if something can be done to the street lamp outside their property to stop it shining into their rooms at nighttime.  Clerk to contact SNC / Eon regarding this.

· Japanese Knotweed behind the Bungalows on Cross Tree Road, has this been treated.  Clerk to chase up.
Meeting closed at 8.30pm.

Next meeting –March 3rd 2010 & May 5th 2010 at 7.30pm
Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

