WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 4 JANUARY 2005

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr R Clapham, Mr G Halewood, Cllr A Walker, Cllr D Aaronson

1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin

2
Co-option of Councillor
    Mr George Halewood had agreed to fill the vacancy on Council and was welcomed by the councillors present.  He signed the declaration of acceptance of office and the code of conduct.
 

3
Minutes of Meetings of 10 November 2004    The minutes were approved as a correct record.

4 Matters Arising

· the drains on Leckhampstead Road had been reported and engineers were due to investigate

· the Wicken website was now up and running with records being kept of hits on the site.  The webmaster would be Mr Gordon-Lee for the time being.

· rubbish on the A422 lay-by had been reported

· although BT had originally agreed that the telegraph pole erected on the triangle at Cross Tree Road should be removed, the clerk had just received a further letter advising that the Planning Dept at SNC had told the contractors that there was no obstacle to erecting the pole and that it would therefore remain.  As this is against the Parish Plan objectives of reducing street furniture, Cllr Walker suggested that the clerk should write to Emily Maples voicing strong concerns over SNC planning policy and copy the letter to Mike Pearson.

· clerk to follow up the question of building materials on the verge outside 12 St John’s Lane.

· no response had been received from the Winged Fellowship regarding charitable use by local residents

4 Finance

Cheques to be signed following the meeting:

000329
ABB Ltd    street lighting maintenance


£63.79

000330
Powergen   street lighting June- December

£263.97

5 Planning

Amended plans for alterations at Rose Cottage, 30 Leckhampstead Road were in circulation.

6 Correspondence

Items to be circulated following the meeting.

The Chairman has responded to complaints from NALC that the AGM last year had to be cancelled due to lack of interest from Parish Councils..

7 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Cllr Walker advised that County Council element of council tax would increase by 3.1% for the coming year. 
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8 Parish Plan

The Chairman welcomed residents attending to debate the issues raised in the Parish Plan:

The Parish Church  -  Mrs Shaw expressed concern that the WPCC had not been invited to give a formal view for inclusion in the plan and had not had a presence at the Future Needs Day.  She felt that this meant that items covering the church in the plan might not have been as well represented as could have been the case if the involvement of the PCC had been more upfront.  The Chairman responded that there was no intention to sideline the PCC.  The University of Gloucester had devised the questionnaire used but only a selective choice of questions had been included to avoid too lengthy a document and to encourage the high response rate that had been achieved.  It is quite possible that, as the plan developed, further questionnaires would be produced to answer more issues in more detail.

The Village Hall  -  From the results of the questionnaire it was evident that the future of the Village Hall was of prime concern.  Mrs Butterfield outlined the past history – at a village meeting 10 years ago it was decided by a majority (75%) to look for an alternative site and build a new hall.  Negotiations with the Merchant Venturers had been ongoing with little progress to date.

Alternatively refurbishment of the hall might run into planning difficulties, the impact of changes on the adjoining property would have to be considered and the costs would be at least £200,000.  The third option would be to amalgamate the Village Hall and the Sports Club under one roof and this, along with refurbishment, were the preferred responses to the questionnaire.

Doing nothing was not an option.  Parish Councillors, as trustees of the village hall, would be in breach of their legal obligations.  The Village Hall Committee, however, would need to advise the PC of their preferred solution.  Some 80% of village halls are in the same position as Wicken and ACRE is lobbying to get more lottery money allocated.  Investigation would be required into all sources of possible funding.  Both District Councillors offered their assistance in steering the Parish Council through the grants procedures.  

A new build was potentially an expensive option although the costs would be partially offset by the sale of the existing building and the structure would be tailored to meet current standards.  Cllr Walker advised that new halls in Deanshanger, Old Stratford and Yardley Gobion cost between £0.5m and £1million.  Incorporating the sports facilities might attract additional funding.  The Sports Club is growing and more facilities are being provided for younger residents but the building needs updating.  At the end of the day, however, the key is the granting of at least a 125 year lease for land from the Merchant Venturers.  Richard Forman, now helping in negotiations, thought that the organisation might well accept the idea in principle but it was not considered to be top of the agenda.  He would give it 3 –6 months to finalise the negotiations and, if an agreement had not been reached, then a refurbishment plan should be adopted.

It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee and the Parish Council must work together and that residents need to be informed of progress regularly and have the opportunity to air their views at open meetings.  The website forum can be used for comment/ideas and information about progress.

Traffic Management  -  NCC has recently agreed to a request to move the speed restriction signs further along the approach roads to the village.  Any reduction in speed limits to 20 m.p.h. in the village would need to be self-policing which would mean the introduction of speed humps or gated entrances to slow the traffic.

Street Lighting  -  the timetable in the Plan was aspirational but the Parish Council would be taking the matter forward.

Facilities for Children  -  a skate park was put forward as a major requirement by younger residents at the Future Needs Day.  However it would need major funding 
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and security aspects would have to be carefully considered.  Questionnaire responses on this aspect needed further analysis.

Village Fete  -  volunteers are needed.  Care needs to be taken not to clash with a planned BBQ in aid of the Village Hall and Sports Club on June 25.

The Chairman concluded the discussion by thanking everyone for attending the meeting and for providing the information needed to produce the Plan.  The Parish Plan is an important document and would be used by the Parish Council in evaluating decisions made.  Although further open meetings will be arranged, residents are welcome to attend any Parish Council meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman
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