WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 21 February 2008
Present:   Mr P Ivens (Chairman),  Mr R Clapham,   Mr J Williams, Mr R Edmondson, 
Mr T Levitt, Mrs Clark, Cllr Aaronson
1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin,  Cllr Walker
2
Minutes of Meeting of 18 December 2007      The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
3
Items Raised by Members of the Public     Ms Lodge raised the following :

-
the new swept back approach to the village hall could mean that burglars may park out of sight of nearby houses and unnoticed by residents.  This is of particular importance due to 3 recent burglaries.  Mr Williams responded that there would be some landscaping in the area reducing the parking space available and that he would ensure that security lights would be placed in an appropriate position.
-
anyone posting flyers on telegraph poles etc. in the village should ensure that they were removed as soon as possible following the event.  Councillors agreed that they did give the village an untidy air

-
verges on Church Close need to be repaired.  Mr Levitt has been attempting to get the work done for some weeks without much success, he will contact Cllr Walker to explain the position and ask for his help in solving the problem
4 Matters Arising
The Chairman welcomed the new clerk,Olivia Absolom, to the meeting.  She will be taking over from Sally Miller on 1 March 2008.  The meeting thanked the outgoing clerk for her work over the past 10 years.

Flooding – riparian owners have been supportive in funding the project as has SNC.  The work of digging out and clearing the brook is projected to continue within the week although it has been delayed by wet weather.  Mr and Mrs Folker are concerned about the effect on wildlife and the visual aspect from their house of cutting back the vegetation.  Clerk to write explaining that care will be taken and that Mr Edmondson would discuss the work with them before proceeding.
5
Play Area
Mr Williams had attended the site survey and risk assessment of the play area in January.  He felt that the report on necessary repairs was comprehensive although the prices quoted appeared to be on the high side.  The meeting agreed that he should seek further quotes and gave agreement to spend up to £500 on ensuring that the work was satisfactorily completed.
Mrs Clark agreed to make and log a weekly inspection of the equipment and state of the area.  A notice has been placed at the entrance giving contact details for reporting any problems.  This, together with an annual inspection and repairs, would meet the requirements of public liability cover. Council had agreed at its December meeting that insurance for public liability would be taken out but that the cost of insuring the equipment for £15000 would be excessive.  Mr Williams had been told during the inspection that the replacement cost would be more likely to be in the region of £40,000, confirming the decision not to insure.
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6 Finance

The following invoices were presented for payment and cheques signed.  

000396
Wicksteed Leisure
Playground inspection


£88.13
000397
Eon


Street lighting



£138.84
The preliminary stage of the internal audit had been carried out and a report prepared by Dianne Isaacs (Internal Auditor).  A copy of Internal Audit Terms of Reference had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The terms were agreed and signed with the next review planned for September 2010.

The meeting agreed that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations of Wicken Parish Council should be adopted.  The meeting also agreed that the items should be reviewed and adopted formally at the September meeting each year.

Clerk had prepared a risk assessment for review by the meeting and it was agreed unanimously.

With the change of clerk the meeting discussed and agreed that the clerk’s salary should be in line with the national agreement for part-time clerks drawn up by NALC (National Association of Local Councils).  It was unanimously agreed that the clerk’s salary for the next financial year would be £1200 and that a review should take place at the March meeting each year.  The clerk circulated the current contract of employment and asked that councillors review the content and propose revisions prior to the May meeting.

The meeting agreed that the new clerk should attend training days at the end of March and in October as currently scheduled by NCALC.

The form advising Lloyds TSB of a change of clerk and address for correspondence was signed.

7
Planning
No items.
7 Correspondence

The meeting agreed not to enter the Village of the Year competition.
No one was available to attend the CPRE conference on Planning and Landscapes.
8 Matters of Repair & Administration
Mr Levitt agreed to ensure that the village signs were cleaned.
Mrs Clarke thought that Wicken would benefit from having individual signs at the entrances to the village similar to those in surrounding villages.  She commented favorably on the new sign in Deanshanger.  The Conservation Society should be approached and enquiries made about the potential costs
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The 3 recent burglaries in the village targeting the elderly had caused a great deal of distress and councillors were anxious to ensure the safety and well-being of residents.  Alarms and PIR lights provided some security and residents needed to be aware of strangers and unknown vehicles in the area.  One possible identifier would be a village sticker or tax disc on vehicles.  Cllr Aaronson said that he would ask if the Deanshanger PCSO could occasionally drive through Wicken so as to show a greater police presence.  The meeting agreed that discussion should continue at the Parish Open Meeting in May and that PC Wallace should be asked to attend.

The agenda for the Parish Open Meeting will be circulated to households to encourage attendance at the meeting.
Next meetings – Thursday, 8 May, Thursday 3 July, Thursday 4 September 2008
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

                                                  Chairman

