WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 28 FEBRUARY 2007
Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman), Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman) Mr R Edmondson, Mr M Preston, Mr P Ivens, Mr R Clapham, Cllr Aaronson, Cllr Walker
1   Apologies for Absence      None
2
Minutes of Meetings of 9 November 2006    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record.  Cllr Walker recommended that the agenda item giving members of the public the opportunity to speak to the meeting be introduced onto the agenda as agreed under item 4 of that meeting.  Clerk to implement.
3
Matters Arising


-    laying the sports field hedge had been completed and councillors approved the workmanship.


-    the clerk had contacted NCC Highways about overhanging hedges on Leckhampstead Road but had not been able to resolve the matter.  She would take up the problem again.

-    although the light on Larks Lane had been reported no action had been taken by ABB.  Clerk to resubmit along with the failure of the light on Deanshanger Road (no 22).

 4   Village Hall
Before opening the discussion the clerk read out a letter (attached) from Cllr Ivens voicing his concerns about the apparent lack of control exercised by the Parish Council over the Village Hall committee including the failure to supply minutes and financial details.
The Chairman agreed that minutes should be circulated and he would enquire whether they were available.  The audited annual accounts were sent to the PC each year and circulated to councillors although not published.  Cllr Ivens urged the Parish Council to step in to resolve the issues and take control of the situation.

 Parish Councillors are the custodian trustees who hold the title of the property on behalf of the village but they cannot manage the charity (which is the duty of the managing trustees), they cannot act for the managing trustees and must carry out the managing trustees instructions unless that would involve a breach of trust..

Cllr Walker suggested that the management and financial position of the village hall should be put on the agenda of the Parish AGM and this was agreed.

Since the village meeting on 11 January 2007, when the proposal to sell the village hall did not gain the required majority of votes, the managing trustees of the village hall had decided to resign apart from one member.  A meeting held on 22 February to put into effect the resignations and hand over to new managing trustees proved unsuccessful, as potential trustees who were present at that meeting declined to be appointed;  and as the remaining managing trustee had since resigned, there appeared to be no trustees left.  In the light of this situation the Chairman had contacted the Charity Commission to discover what advice they could provide and was informed that the managing trustees could not resign until a new committee had been appointed.
The existing Managing Trustees would have to either call a special meeting or wait until the AGM in April to hand over responsibilities.  Councillors were of the opinion that several village residents would be prepared to take on the work.

The Chairman was of the opinion that prospective trustees should be made fully aware of their responsibilities and obligations as trustees and he would be prepared to talk to individuals in order to ensure that the situation was resolved and that there was no repetition of the misunderstandings that had arisen in the past.  Cllr Clapham expressed concern about this approach and in the event it was agreed that the Chairman would let Mrs Butterfield know of theadvice from the Charity Commission and leave it to the committee to convene an appropriate meeting to elect new trustees during which they could be advised of the duties of trustees.
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5 Code of Conduct
The clerk had circulated proposed amendments on which central government was seeking comment.  The meeting briefly covered each item but did not feel that anything proposed was of sufficient note to respond.
6 Finance
As the January meeting had been cancelled the clerk advised that the following cheques had been signed in the interim:
000369
Powergen
Street lighting


£138.84

000370
ABB Ltd
Lighting maintenance

£63.79

The meeting agreed unanimously to continue with membership of NALC in order to benefit from its assistance.  The use of NALC’s internal audit service was felt to be unnecessary as Cllr Preston was willing to continue to act.  Since the services provided by NALC covered legislation it was felt to be wasteful to pay Clerks& Councils Direct £100 for their Update on legal topics.  It was agreed that Wicken would not enter the Village of the Year competition.
Invoices presented for payment at the meeting:

000371
Powergen
Street lighting


£138.84

000372
NALC

Annual subscription

£92.00

The meeting decided that if an invoice was received for the cost of the hedge laying before the next meeting it could be paid provided that the amount charged did not exceed the estimate of £1400 excluding VAT.
It was agreed that, in future, the budget should allow for the clerk’s pay to be included at an hourly rate based on the national pay scale for clerks and assuming 120 hours work per annum.  This would not necessarily flow through to actual payments but was intended as a proper measure of cost.
The clerk asked that the meeting approve the issue of an invoice to Deanshanger PC for the services given by the clerk in attending and preparing the minutes of meetings held there in October, November and December.  Cllr Walker asked that we ensure that the rate per hour charged was that applicable to a larger council such as Deanshanger.  The payment would then be passed to the clerk along with her annual honorarium and tax paid by her accordingly.

A deposit bank account was in the process of being opened to earn interest on surplus funds.  The clerk suggested that, as it was an instant access account, most of the surplus funds now held after accounting for the latest cheque payments and the hedge laying should be transferred to the new account.  Transferring £5000 was agreed by the meeting.
7    Planning

No items for discussion.

8 Correspondence


Dog Control Orders – the designated areas were agreed to be correct.  Clerk to obtain replacement notices to restore those missing from the sports field and play area.
ACRE was holding a Funding Information Event on 20 March but councillors were unable to attend.

Neighbourhood policing – response received from Police HQ leaving open the opportunity for partnership in community policing for the future.  Cllr Walker told the meeting that NCC would be funding more PCSOs.  The new Safer Community Policing team would be launching in early 
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March and had offered an invitation to meet with local councillors in Deanshanger – Cllr Preston agreed to represent the PC.

9 Matters of Repair & Administration

Cllr Ivens reported that fire engines had difficulty in accessing a chimney fire at a property in Church Close due to the number of parked cars.  Clerk to contact NCC Highways and SNC Enforcement (health & safety) and ask them to assess the situation.
Cllr Preston showed a copy of the handbook that has been prepared by the Conservation Society to enable new arrivals in the village to find out about local services and facilities.  Councillors commended the work.  Mrs Apperley has agreed to provide copies as required and councillors are asked to provide her with details of new residents.

Cllr Walker told the meeting that the 2007/8 council tax will rise by 3.95% (SNC 4.9%).

NCC has decided to back the three tier enhanced system outlined by the White Paper on Local Government which should lead to greater partnership between county and local parish councils.
Next meeting –9 May (following local council elections) 
The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

