WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 23 FEBRUARY 2005

Present:   Mr N Gordon-Lee (Chairman),  Mrs C Francklin (Deputy Chairman),                Mr M Preston, Mr R Edmondson, Mr G Halewood,

1   Apologies for Absence     Cllr Aaronson

2
Minutes of Meetings of 4 January 2005    The minutes required the following amendments – under Matters Arising the webmaster would be Mr Gordon-Lee for the time being.  Under Parish Plan Mrs Shaw expressed concern…

3 Matters Arising

· clerk to ascertain whether drains on Leckhampstead Road had been inspected and to report problems with the drains beside Tall Cedars and at the junction with Larks Lane

· use of the website was disappointing and the meeting needed to consider ways of bringing it to residents’ attention.  Mr Edmondson suggested that the topic should be introduced at the Conservation Society meeting on Friday.  Mrs Francklin reported that Mrs Shaw was updating the Church page

· the amount of rubbish on the A422 lay-by needed to be monitored continuously to ensure that standards were maintained

· although the clerk had written to Emily Maples and Mike Pearson about the telegraph pole on the Cross Tree Road triangle immediately following the January meeting no response had been received – Cllr Walker would be requested to investigate

· it was anticipated that building materials on St John’s Lane would be cleared by midsummer 

4 The Old White Lion

Disturbances caused by customers leaving the pub were still a problem with a serious case of assault being reported to police at the beginning of January and recent damage to a car parked on Deanshanger Road.  Police had visited the pub following reports of underage drinking, had found that it was taking place and interviewed the landlord.

The Parish Council has received complaints from residents but needs to be judicious in its approach to the matter and cannot be seen to be taking sides.  That said, the concerns of some village residents would need to be made clear to the new licensing regime but the onus is also on residents to report disturbances and vandalism.  The longer the problem is ignored the worse it will become.

Clerk also advised that the Village Hall would need to apply for a premises licence to cover entertainment taking place and would inform the committee.

5 Parish Plan Update

The financial costs of producing the plan need to be computed and monies claimed from or repaid to the Countryside Agency.  Clerk to contact Nigel Pearson at SNC for an invoice relating to the printing costs and then to liaise with the Chairman to prepare the final account.

So as not to lose momentum in progressing the objectives detailed in the Plan the Chairman asked that individual councillors take responsibility for separate items:

· Mr Preston agreed to take on research into the principles governing conservation areas so that a case for expanding the designated area in Wicken, 
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especially for reintroducing the fields taken out at the last review, could be put forward

· the Conservation Society has planned a litter pick in April but with the Sports Club being the main source of litter in the village it was important to involve their members.  This had proved difficult in the past as the majority of users had no other connection with the village but ideas for ongoing improvements were needed and these could range from employing someone to motivating the Youth Club.  Mr Preston and the Conservation Society would head this initiative.

· the Chairman agreed to take on the question of improvements to street lighting, including researching the balance between security and environmental benefits.

· Mr Preston agreed that the Conservation Society should be encouraged to record and preserve the visual amenities of the village using digital photography.

· Mrs Francklin and Mr Halewood volunteered to head planning for a village fete although it was agreed that a date in 2006 would be more appropriate to avoid clashing with events already in place for 2005.

· the Village Hall committee was responsible for fundraising.  Richard Forman has reported that the Merchant Venturers now appeared to be prepared to grant a 125 year lease and he would press for an early resolution.

· clerk to check the status of the plans to extend the 30mph zone

6 Finance

Information received from SLCC by the clerk indicates that cheaper street lighting maintenance could be available from Aylesbury Mains Ltd.  They do not charge a quarterly fee, unlike ABB, and reports from 2 local parishes indicated that charges were significantly lower.  Clerk to contact company for further information.

The Village of the Year competition has evolved over the past year and is now focusing on “active communities”.  Entering the competition would involve considerably more work including presentations to the visiting judges.  As the return for the effort would be small it was decided not to enter this year.

Mrs Forman has reached agreement with Neighbourhood Watch contacts that it would be appropriate to place signs at the top of Leckhampstead Road, Wicken Park Road entrance to the village, the Green/St John’s Lane area and the Larks Lane/ Leckhampstead Road junction.  Where possible the signs would be placed on existing poles.  Councillors agreed to these proposals and the clerk was asked to clear them with the Highways Dept and order the 4 signs.

7 Planning

Revised plans for French doors and a conservatory at Stonehaven, 11 Deanshanger  Road were available for comment.  No objections.

8 Correspondence

Items to be circulated following the meeting included the South East Regional Development Plan.

A model contract of employment for clerks had been received and the Chairman agreed to adapt it to match the hours and conditions required by the council of the clerk.

A short digest of the powers conferred by the Clean Neighbourhoods Bill would be circulated along with SNC’s approach to the new licensing regulations
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9 Matters of Repair & Administration

· Railings on the bridge at Wicken Park Road required repair

· Mr Preston will report on the state of Church Close road to Atkins

· following a request from the Parish it appeared that NCC had cut the full width of the verge at the sports field last year but its condition would have to be reviewed during the summer and alternative arrangements made if not satisfactory

· minutes to be circulated as soon as possible and published on the website after councillors have agreed their accuracy

Next meeting 4 May followed by the Annual Open meeting

July and September meetings on the first Wednesday of these months

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

           Chairman

