


WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 3rd December 2008.

Meeting Commenced at 7.35pm.
Present:  Mr. P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs. L. Clark (Vice Chairman), 

Mr. R. Edmondson, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. B. Clapham, Cllr. A. Walker & the Parish Council welcomed Mr. J. Maloney as a new Parish Councilor.
1.  Apologies for Absence.


Mrs. C. Walker, Cllr. Aaronson.
2.  Minutes of previous meeting 1st October 2008.


These minutes were agreed as a correct record apart from one typo error.
3.  Items raised by members of the Public.

No matters were raised.

4.  Matters Arising.

· The grass verges around the village are all in order now and the Parish Council have ascertained that the maintenance is the responsibility of the County Council.
· Bus Service (No. 14 MK Metro) – A petition has been raised with regards to the use of this service.  If anyone has any queries on this they can use Cllr. A. Walker as a contact on this.  It is the tax payer’s money that is paying for this service and not the County Council and hence they must provide a better service to Wicken, Deanshanger and surrounding villages.  It has been noted that this service used to go to MK Hospital but has ceased to do so.  The statutory rights for Deanshanger and Wicken are being looked into at present.  There have been many complaints about this service over the past year but it is noted that the service has been better recently.  The Parish Council agreed that we need to establish what our community needs from this service.
5.  Planning.

· 36 Cross Tree Road (The Old Bakery) – Planning permission has been granted on this now and the Parish Council have agreed that a watchful eye must be kept on the progress of this and the materials being used.
· The Phone Box – The Clerk advised that the Phone Box had not been used at all in the past twelve months, not even in an emergency.  A decision was made that the Village should let the Phone Box go as the Parish Council can not warrant paying for it’s up keep and maintaining it. This was put forward by Mr. J. Williams and seconded by Mrs. L. Clark.  It was suggested that a  notice be put up and / or a leaflet be put through residents doors advising about the situation on this and asking that in case of an emergency could neighbors’ call upon each other to use their phone.  
· 2 Pyghtle Cottage – no news on progress of planning application.
6.  Matters of Repair & Administration.

· Leckhampstead Road – Clerk has chased this up and the Street Doctor was planning another onsite visit.  Clerk to follow this up and if nothing has been done to contact Cllr. A. Walker.  

· An ‘Anti Skid’ surface was suggested for the Willow Bridge Road in the Village and Cllr. A. Walker has said he will look into this in the New Year.  Clerk to remind him.

· The Chairman advised that he had received a phone call from Mr. L. McNair asking for ‘Priority Signs’ to be changed to the entrance of the village on Deanshanger Road / St. Johns Lane.  During the summer / autumn when roads were being repaired he nearly had an accident in this vicinity.  The Parish Council noted that now the roads had been repaired and complete there was no need for this.  

· It has been noted that there is still a lot of loose grit around despite Sweepers having been around.

· Church Close – Mr. J. Williams has received two emails regarding this road stating that it too narrow due to parked cars and that cars struggle to pass by.  This would be a problem in case of an emergency - emergency vehicles wouldn’t be able to get through.  Clerk to contact Northants Council as to what can be done regarding this situation.
8.  Finance.

· As agreed at the previous Parish Council meeting a cheque was raised in November for the Village Hall funding for the sum of £1,500.00.  Cheque No. 000410.
· Cheque No. 000411 was raised to reimburse Mr. N. Gordon – Lee for the Village Website.  Amount £79.83.

· Clerks Fee - £300.00 Cheque No. 000412
· Chairman read out a letter from Mr. I Bridge regarding Wicken Sports Club asking for a donation of £300.00.  This was agreed by Mr. B. Clapham and seconded by Mr. R. Edmondson.  A cheque was raised for the said amount.  This was Cheque No. 000413.
· Chairman asked Clerk to transfer £1,000.00 from No. 2 Account as Precept is not until Jan / Feb 2009.

Any other Business.

· Mr. J. Williams advised that the annual inspection is due at a price of £82.00 with ‘Wickstead’ again carrying out this service.  The Parish Council agreed to stay with ‘Wickstead’ and Clerk is to arrange this on site visit and advise Mr. J. Williams.
· Mr. J. Williams noted that the Village notice boards are in a bad state of repair and Clerk is to look into the costing of replacement ones.
· It was noted that The Village Hall has completed its third stage of refurbishment and stage four will commence in the New Year.  Stage four will be getting the back part of the Hall to look as good as the main part.
· Mr. L. Clark has noticed dogs have been fouling in the Sports Field again.  Clerk to contact Council for signs as Cllr. A. Walker advised we should get these FOC.
· Cllr. A. Walker advised that the County Council are maintaining a minimal council tax increase in the coming year. 
Meeting closed at 8.35pm.
Next meetings - Weds February 4th 2009 and Weds April 1st 2009.  At 7.30pm

Signed_____________________________
Dated____________________

Chairman.

