WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 18 December 2007
Present:   Mr P Ivens (Chairman),  Mr R Clapham,   Mr J Williams, Mr R Edmondson, 
Mr T Levitt

1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin, Mrs Clark, Cllr Aaronson. 
2
Minutes of Meeting of 7 November 2007    Chairman requested that the minutes be amended to show that the grant to the Sports Club was for cutting the playing fields.  The minutes were agreed as a correct record.
3
Items Raised by Members of the Public     No matters were raised.

4
Matters Arising

Play Area – Wicksteed will be undertaking an accompanied inspection and risk assessment in January, date to be arranged.  Mr Williams agreed to accompany the inspector.  
Clerk had contacted Allianz Cornhill Insurance about insurance cover.  Public Liability insurance would be covered at no cost provided that an annual inspection was undertaken and that a weekly local inspection was made and logged.  Cover for the equipment would cost £200 using an estimate of £15,000 for the cost of the equipment.  Councillors agreed that they would do the local weekly inspection, rotating the job amongst themselves but that insuring the equipment itself would not be pursued.
Electricity charges – Clerk had received a notice that the costs of street lighting would be increasing in the new year by about £200 per annum.  The case for reducing the hours that the lights were on might be worth reconsidering following the higher prices.
5
Flooding
Mr Edmondson had contacted 4 companies with a view to digging out and clearing the brook.  Of those one had not responded, one had provided a verbal quote with no fixed price, and FJ Morris had quoted £1930 for clearing out the brook but not cutting back the vegetation.  He recommended, therefore, that the £700 quote given by J J Brooks to clear the stream and cut back the vegetation be accepted.  The meeting confirmed that this appeared to be a fair quote with Mr Williams confirming that when F J Morris had been contacted to quote for work on the village hall the price was well in excess of other quotes received.
The Chairman asked that the meeting consider whether the Parish Council should pay half the costs, SNC would be responsible for the proportionate costs of the 5 council houses and that remaining residents would be asked to pay the balance.  The cost to each individual household would be relatively small and the Parish Council could ensure that a proper job could be done by using a single contractor.
The meeting agreed unanimously that parish funds should be used (under section 317) for such a purpose.

Clerk to write to householders with riparian responsibilities asking for agreement to the work being undertaken and for payment according to the above calculation.  Responses to be sent to Mr Edmondson as the clerk will be away.
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6 Finance

The following invoices were presented for payment and cheques signed.  As only one signatory was present it was agreed that the clerk should ask Mrs Clark to sign outside the meeting.

000390

NALC

Internal audit fee 2207/8

£68.00

000391
Xcalibre Communications
Website fee


£68.14

000392
Wicken Village Hall

Hire 2006/7


£60.00

000394

ABB Ltd
Lighting maintenance


£67.47

000395
Aylesbury Mains
Shield lamp no. 22


£31.73

Cheque number 000393 had been incorrectly completed and was cancelled.
7 Planning
Notice has been served on the owners of Silver Spinney farm to remove the temporary building on the site since a condition of planning permission for the new house was the removal of the existing accommodation.
8 Correspondence

Items circulated following the meeting.
Chairman of SNC is holding a fund-raising event at Whittlebury Hall in April and had written asking if Councillors would like to support the event by attending.  Mr Ivens and Mr Williams asked that the clerk advise SNC that they may be interested and would welcome a formal invitation.
9 Matters of Repair & Administration
Mr Levitt had reported the problems of ice on Leckhampstead Road that is a recurring problem each winter but with no result.  He would check the level of salted grit in the bins provided and try to ensure that they were filled.
After several reports the potholes around the village were now being repaired.
Clerk asked whether it would be possible to change the day of the Parish Council meetings to accommodate Mr Levitt’s work schedule.  The meeting agreed that a Thursday meeting would cause no problems.
Next meeting – Thursday, 21 February 2008
The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

                                                  Chairman
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