WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL Meeting 2 August 2007

Present:   Mr P Ivens (Chairman), Mrs L Clark,  Mr R Clapham, Mr T Levitt,  Mr J Williams, Mr R Edmondson, Cllr Aaronson, Cllr Walker

1   Apologies for Absence     Mrs Francklin, 

2
Co-option of Councillor   Mr Edmondson signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

3
Minutes of Meeting of 27 June 2007    The minutes were agreed to be a correct record.

4
Items Raised by Members of the Public     No matters were raised.

5 Matters Arising

The problem of standing water at the Washall bridge after heavy rain will be raised by Mr Levitt through the Street Doctor.

        6
Flooding

The recent heavy rains had caused some flooding in the village along Cross Tree Road, Wicken Park Road and the Folly.  Responsibilities down to the various agencies and councils involved are not clearly defined.  Cllr Walker will be meeting with the highways engineer and will hold site meetings at the various problem areas.  He will report back to the clerk if responsibilities for clearing the brook can be clarified.

Mr Edmondson clears the brook regularly but would welcome input and recommendations from an expert about the most effective processes.

Blockage of the drains on Larks Lane needs to be reported.

7 Village Hall

Mr Williams outlined proposals being considered by the Village Hall Committee 

-    to give vehicle access to the grounds for parking

-    to create an entrance to the rear garden out of the hall which would also serve as an entrance for the disabled and as an additional fire exit which would allow for increased capacity in the hall.

-    provide disabled toilets

The District Council had indicated that there was no need for planning permission but that the Parish Council would need to give permission for such structural alterations.  The Conservation Society would also wish to comment.

Since no firm plans were available for councillors to study, Mr Clapham proposed and Mr Edmondson seconded  that plans be prepared and circulated to the Council for comment and discussion before any final decision is given.  If necessary a special PC meeting could be called.

8
Finance

The clerk had received a contract from Central Networks for the supply of un-metered electricity for the street lighting.  The meeting felt that alternative suppliers should be considered before signing the contract and the clerk would investigate before the next meeting.

Tove Engineering had quoted £15 for cutting the grass verge at the Sports Field but an initial hand strim costing £150 would be needed due to the length of the grass.  Mr Ivens was prepared to do this first cut in order to avoid the expense.  However Brian Lloyd, on behalf of the Conservation Society, said that consideration was being given to planting the verge with wild flowers and cutting only once a year in the autumn.  After discussion, Mr Edmondson proposed and the meeting agreed that the Conservation Society be given the opportunity to undertake the project and that its suitability would be reviewed in 2 years time.
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The charity Vitalise,that provides holiday breaks for disabled people, had requested a donation from the Parish.  The meeting was unaware of any village resident benefiting from the charity’s help but before making a decision councillors would make further enquiries in the village.

Cheques signed:

000380
Powergen
Street lighting



£140.39


000381
S Miller

Payment from Deanshanger PC

£250.00

9
Planning

Permission has been given to build an external brick chimney to the rear of Rose Cottage, 30 Leckhampstead Road..

10 Correspondence


         Items circulated following the meeting

11 Matters of Repair & Administration

Mr Levitt to report potholes at the bridge on the Whittlebury road and on Larks Lane.

Cllr Aaronson reported that there had been a 57% vote in favour of transferring the council housing stock to Aragon Housing Association.  The business plan needs to be firmed up but the current target transfer date is mid 2008.  Tenants will be kept fully advised of progress, the work force will transfer over and the new regime will give more power and involvement to tenants.

Cllr Walker has a County Council budget of £10,000 available for small grants to organisations in the 7 parishes that he represents.  The grants are available for projects that would not be able to access District and County Council funding.  Applications should be made directly to Cllr Walker in writing. 

Next meeting – 5 September 2007

        The meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.

Signed…………………………………..                        Date  ………………………

               Chairman

