WICKEN PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL OPEN MEETING 4 MAY 2005

Present:   As for AGM plus 14 members of the public

1.     Matters Arising:  

· Cllr Aaronson raised the future of council housing.  The District Council forecast that it would be unable to meet government standards for housing after 2010, 12 -18 houses in Wicken would be affected.  Accordingly the council had embarked on a consultation with its tenants and had outlined the options available - arms length management option with funding through a PFI, sell the stock to a housing association that would have access to more funding but rents could increase, remain under the control of the council but increased maintenance costs would have to be reviewed.  There would be further consultation through the coming year and tenants would be balloted.

· it was suggested that an open meeting of council house tenants could be held and that chief executives from housing associations could be invited to allay tenants concerns about a change of ownership of housing stock.  Cllr Aaronson assured the meeting that the District Council would be obliged to invite all interested parties to any such meeting.

· council tax for the year had been kept below the average although the costs of policing were continuing to rise despite the perceived lack of rural police.  Distirct Council was unhappy with the police services provided where funds seemed to be allocated in greater proportion to administration and community service officers rather than front line police.  More transparent rules were now in place to control the activities of travellers.

· the Chairman briefly covered progress on the Parish Plan.  Although the timetable set had been aspirational some progress had been made on certain items.  The replacing of the speed limit signs had been agreed with County Council and had been budgeted into their work for the new financial year.  The website was up and running and, amongst other items of interest,  Parish Council minutes could be accessed shortly after each meeting. Each parish councillor had accepted responsibility for individual items in the plan.

· the clerk confirmed that street lighting would not have to be extended to cover the site of the new 30 m.p.h. signs

2.     Village Hall

Mrs Butterfield gave a short update on the current situation - a 125 year lease had been negotiated with the help of Richard Foreman.  This covered the site of the building with the sports field itself being covered by a 25 year lease.  Several matters around the lease had still to be resolved (including the relationship between the village hall and the sports club) and this would involve solicitors and the Charity Commission with ACRE providing assistance.  A village meeting would also have to be held to ensure that there was majority support (75%) for building new premises.  The sale of the current premises would provide part of the funding needed and give an opportunity to seek grants but, at this stage, valuation and planning concerns had still to be addressed.  

The granting of the lease allowed for a new build that would provide a facility giving the village a resource that could be used by the majority of residents.  There was some concern that the hall would not be widely used by the village but the meeting was assured that there would be full consultation, many options would be considered and “best practice” followed by gathering information from other village hall committees.   Support has already been received from the County and District Councils and ACRE and a project committee will be set up.


3.     Questions

· several residents raised concerns about disturbances caused by customers leaving the Old White Lion pub and wanted to know what the parish council was doing to rectify the matter.  The Chairman responded that lacking formal complaints from residents there was little that could be done in raising objections to licence requests.  It was not necessary to make precise identification of people involved or actions only that there had been disturbance/nuisance.  There had also been no complaints from the Neighbourhood Watch. The police were aware of the serious assault that occurred in January and have visited the premises at other times so were able to present their views at any licence hearing.  The landlord had submitted a public entertainment licence request for his current hours until midnight on Friday and Saturday evenings; his drinks licence ran to 2 a.m. each night.  From August this year 2 licences would be converted to a single premises licence and the clerk would investigate whether this would make any changes to the situation.

· the state of roads around the village was of concern and Mr Preston, Wicken Highways Representative, said that up to a few months ago the situation had improved but had recently become much worse.  Much of the trouble was caused by cut back in budgets with money allocated to road repairs reducing in real terms over the years.  Atkins was now concentrating on road schemes to manage stretches of roads rather that filling and refilling random potholes.

· drains on Leckhampstead Road were a continuing problem and the clerk would ensure that the annual inspection and report was made available

The meeting closed a 9.10 p.m.
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